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REYNOLDS HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


Compliments of 


fPeattie Gam c 


The Dairy Products That Most Please 


Allen County Public Library 


Ft. Wayne, Indiana 


OLNEY, ILLINOIS 


A. .G ROBINSON? Distributor 


Grayville, Illinois 


Members of the Chamber of Commerce 


People’s National Bank 
Kirsch and Kleinschmidt 
Edwards Oil Company 
Robinson Welding Service 


Wabash Valley Service Co. 


Ohshee i whe 
Herschel F. Groff 
Henry Davis 

Mary 8. Richardson 
Joseph F. Scott 


Clyde Mason Well Ser. Co. 


Tip Top Creamery 
Bot-L-Gas 

Max Malone 

Robert O. Coe 

White County Lumber Co. 
Oil Field Construction Co. 
Bradshaw Appliances 
Scott Insurance Agency 
Universal Butane Co. 
General Telephone Co. 
Albert J. Weil 

E. E. McCoy & Son 
Oliver Kash, Jr. 

Collins Hardware 

Acme Gas Co. 

R. A. Harris Trucking Co. 
Harris Drilling Co. 
Marsh's 5c to $1.00 Store 
Roberts Auto Supply 
Carson W. Johnson 

Tri County Service Co. 
Mark Coad 

Alvin Groff 


Kepleys T.V. Sales 
GP Se Co: 

Kenneth Chambers 
Edgar Sturm 
Mercury-Independent 
Bernard R. Sturm 

AY Juan Drilling Go. 
Paul Johnson 

Dr. C. W. Wilson 
Sohio Pipe Line Co. 
Flossie May’s Place 
C. G. Begert 

Geo. R. Hook 

March's Men's Wear 
Turner Farrar Theatres 
Acme Casing Pulling Co. 
Grayville Motor Co. 
S. C. Madden 
Evangeline Dress Shop 
Horste Grocery 
Bender Pharmacy 

The Old House 

Lloyd Schoenheit 
Lennox Motor Co. 
Elmer C. Phillips 


Skiles Home & Auto Supply Co. 


Earl W. Skiles Agency 
W. L. Williams 

G. P. Calvin 

Kenneth B. Alldredge 
Fred Schoenman 
Gaither’s Elec. Serv. 
Wallace Hearsum 

W. H. Boutwell 


PR 


Grayville Casing Pulling Co. 
William Dorris 

Paula's Beauty Shop 

Vanell Smith 

Lewis E. Jack 

Helck Ice and Milk Co. 
Lowell Jordan 

Leader Dept. Store 

Dr. A. D. Phillips 

Ivan F. Siekman Agy. 
Nelson Paint Store 

Eastwood Sand & Gravel Works 
Russell Wood 

Lentz & Nuckolls 

Ramsey Market 

Aker Machine & Welding Co. 
Gene's Bar 

snyder Drilling & Ser. Well Co. 
Elliotts Grocery 

Main Street Tavern 

Wm. M. Green & Son 

The Kemper Store 

Campbell Cleaners 


Associate Members 
Claude lordan 

Fred H. Groff 

Stanley Richards 

Geo. W. Werzner 
Mildred-Madden 

Edwin Schmittler 

Sam Roe 

Laurence L. Cowling 
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Congratulations 
To The 


CENTENNIAL 
GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS 


From The 


STAN DARD OIL COMPANY 


EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 


HERSCHEL F. GROFF—Local Representative 


FIRST TO BRING OIL PRODUCTS TO 
GRAYVILLE NEARLY FIFTY YEARS AGO!! 


bie CONEDENCE.. 


@ IN THE TRISTATE AREA 
@ IN THE OIL INDUSTRY, and 
@ IN GRAYVILLE, ILL. 


WE SALUTE YOU WITH 


A NEW BULK PLANT AND A NEW SERVICE STATION 


TO BE BUILT THIS YEAR IN GRAYVILLE 
YOU EXPECT MORE FROM 


STANDARD 


p> AND YOU GET IT! 


THRU «GHEY RAR 5456 cee eae 


FRED H. GROFF, Chairman 


SOUVENIR PROGRAM 
R. C. Hoener 
Dr. C. W. Wilson 
E. A. Monroe 


PUBLICITY 
N. B. Seil 


HISTORICAL EXHIBITS 


Mary Richardson 
Leona Jennings 
Verla Lenox 


QUEENS 


Olliver Kash, Jr. 
Carrie Jacobs 
Marjorie Skiles 
Willard Bannon 


LIGHTING 
Al Dorris 
Donald Johnson 
Harry Seaton 
Ted Rotrammel 


INVITATIONS AND 
CORRESPONDENCE 


E. P. March 
Helen Werzner 


TRAFFIC SAFETY 


Darrel Jones 
Ed Krils 
Ben Ramsey 
Carl Enlow 


FIRE WORKS 


W. S. Seil 

G. B. Eastwood 
Ralph Alcorn 
John Black 
Jack O’Neal 
Ed Lyons 
Frank Tompson 


GROUNDS AND STAGE 


O. E. Robinson 
C. P. Wilson 
Ralph Alcorn 
Fritz Johnson 
Ralph Kuykendall 
Ed Bartley 

Don Kuykendall 


BROTHERS OF THE BRUSH 


Clyde Wilburn 
Thomas Bradshaw 
Stanley Richards 
Glen Sandage 
Russel Lentz 


MEMBERSHIP 
Claud Collins 
Dan F. Groff 
Jas. Orr 
Loyd Gill 
Max Malone 
Cecil Teffitiller 
Stanley Richards 
Arthur Dorffi 


TOWN CRIERS 


Rk. A. Harris 
Ralph Kuykendall 


SOUVENIRS 
Mrs. Helen Snider & O.E.S. 


ADVERTISING 


Anna Belle Johnson 
Thelma Blood 
Marjorie Skiles 
Mary Koehler 
Mildred Green 
Wilma Mode 

D. F. Groff 

Sze ery. 


AUDITING — PAGEANT 


Fletcher Taylor 
Kenneth Skiles 


RIDES 


Jas. Orr 
Bob Coe 


OOP We iE dle de tees) 


R. C. HOENER, Secretary 


NARRATORS 
Ray Koehler 


Wm. Schnute 
an Ge 
Vanell Smith 


RIVER CARNIVAL 


Carl Bradshaw 
Bob Johnston 
John Maurer 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Norman Ramsey 
Quentin Green 
R. M. Eastwood 
Fred Ward 


SCHOOL DEDICATION 


Supt. Schnute 
Mark Coad 
F. Taylor 


SISTERS OF THE WABASH 


Madge Groff 
Mabel Toops 
Georgia Bryon 
Fern Madden 
Mary Koehler 
Helen Rudolph 


PAGEANT 


Written and Directed by 
Verna Dee Martin 
Mayor, Ray Koehler 
Jim Finch 

Lora Schmittler 

Thelma Blood 

Ben Millar 

Dorothy Taite 


PARADE 

Ernie Phillips 
H. F. Groff 
Jim Bratton 
H. Davis 
Ivan Seikmore 
Bill Mode 
Wm. Schnute 


eit om th mercer 1. ont bo ool ate to DAG Ee 
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O. E. ROBINSON FRED H. GROFF ROYAL HOERNER LEONA JENNINGS 
Historian Grounds Chairman General Chairman Secretary Antiques 


JANET WALKER 


a 


MARY RICHARDSON CHAS. L. JENNINGS MABLE TOOPS THELMA BLOOD 
Historian Historian Costumes Artist 


QUEENS COMMITTEE PAGEANT COMMITTEE 


saneper 


ee 


Carrie Jacobs, Oliver Cash, Jr., Chairman, Chairman, Ray Koehler, Thelma Blood, and 


Willard Bannon, Marjorie Skiles Jim Finch 
COSTUME COMMITTEE 


cenngaer 


Madge Groff, Chairman, Mary Koehler, Fern 
Madden, Georgia Bryan 
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THRU THES YEARS (L8S0410 oi 


CONGRATULATIONS 


James A. Lewis Engineering, Inc. 
PETROLEUM RESERVOIR ANALYSTS 


@ Core Analysis 


@ Production Research Services 


@ Reservoir Studies for Primary and Secondary Recovery 


@ Supervision and Management of Water Flood Projects 


Dallas, Texas Evansville, Ind. Robinson, Ill. 


Owensboro, Ky. 


Huntington, West Virginia 


Best Wishes To 
GRAYVILLE CENTENNIAL 


MOTOR PARTS DEPOT, INC. 


Automotive Parts and Supplies 


1030 Main Street Evansville, Indiana 


Office Phone 5105 


JACK A. CROSS 


PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST 


Res. Phone 4379 


813 Broadway 


MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 


PILAND'S CAFE 


PRIVATE DINING ROOM 
Air Conditioned 


HOME COOKING AND PASTRIES 
BREAKFASTS - SANDWICHES - PLATES 


CROSSVILLE, ILL. 


VICKERS - BLOWERS 


CASING PULLING 


New and Used Oil Field Equipment 
Phone 7711 P. O. Box 23 


227 North Oak Street Centralia, Illinois 
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SEDICATION 


To all the people who have loved and lived in Grayville, the present people 
of Grayville send Greetings and Good Wishes in this our Centennial Year. 


No Person—No Business—has survived the past 100 years—Only our City 
Government—Our Churches and Our Schools have lived so long and grown 
with the years. 


To all our city officials—To all our School and Church Teachers and Lead- 
ers—past and present—to all who have worked to make our Centennial Cele- 
bration—and to all people everywhere who have loved and called Grayville 
— "My Home Town"—we dedicate this Centennial Programme. 


I have tried to convey as simply as possible, a feeling of Grayville ‘Thru the 
Years’, a feeling of movement, a blending of the old with the new. The layout 
is in the general shape of an oil derrick and, along with the black back- 
ground, is symbolical of the Oil Industry that has become an integral part of 
our community and which is responsible for much of the progress made in the 
last twenty years. The three corners of the triangle are symbolical of the 
three settlements, Bonpas, Florence and Oxford, that were here as far back as 
1810 and which became Grayville in 1855, the year that our city charter was 
granted by the state. The background color in the triangle is suggested by the 
gray in Grayville and the bright pink is in the festive mood of our Centennial 
Celebration. 


MORRIS MARCH 


EDD'S RADIATOR SHOP 


SALES—WE SPECIALIZE IN OIL FIELD WORK—SERVICE 


Distributor—G & O and General Radiator Cores 
Eutectic Welding Rods—Nik-O-Life Batteries 


O. EDD SCHINDLER, Proprietor 


1050-56 W. Pennsylvania St. on New Expressway 
EVANSVILLE 8, INDIANA 


Phones Office: HA 5-9001 — Res: GR 6-3854 


PAGE 6 THE U: D-H Ex YBALRS.2 Sire aoeee 


6S 


——— 
2 yy 


CITIZENS REALTY & INSURANCE AGENCY 


Third Floor — Citizens Bank Building 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 
Phone 5-336] 


AOS Ag HL Mer sg Mark Rt PNT SRC MU rspre geal PRS toys REAP Grey, 


GRAYVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


The Grayville 
Presbyterian 
Church, one of 
the early religious 
organizations of 
the city, was orig- 
inally organized 
as a Cumberland COMPLIMENTS OF 
Presb yterian 
Church one hun- 
dred and five 


Jone 27, 1850, 4 WHITE COUNTY BANK 


group of citizens 
—Isaac Hamilton, 
Susan G. Hamil- 
tOutwesLicecly Ty, 
Phelps, Elizabeth CARMI, ILLINOIS 
J. Phelps, Orville 
Goodrich, J ane 
M. Goodrich, Da- 
vid N. Hamilton 
and Lydia G. Hamilton—perfected the organization. 
The Rey. William Finley was the officiating minis- 
ter and he later became the first pastor of the 
church. For a number of years services were held 
in the Primitive Baptist church and during the year 
of 1868 a church building was elected at the corner 
of Court and South streets, where for 38 years serv- 
ices were conducted. 

During the year 1906, under the pastorate of the 
Rev. John Welsh, the congregation voted to merge 
with the Presbyterian Church of the United States 
of America, of which it is now a member. Compliments 

The imposing structure which now serves as a 
meeting place was erected in 1915, during the pas- 
torate of the Rev. R. G. Shafer. 

The one hundredth anniversary of the church was 
observed on August 27, 1950. Rev. John Welsh and 
Rev. J. S. Farrell, former pastors, assisted in the pro- 
gram with the Rev. George Clementson as the regu- MT. CARMEL 
lar pastor. 

Present Pastor of the church is the Rev. Jack Mc- 

Intyre, who is also pastor of the Union church, lo- 
cated southwest of the city. 


Cunningham Funeral Home 


Cempliments of KIRK e RENFROW 
FORREST T. SHELTON POsNeI gree DE ne ter. H 


Carmi, Illinois CARMI, ILL. 
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GEORGE C. SCHOONMAKER 


701 Old National Bank Building 
Evansville, Indiana 


CONSUMERS GAS CO. WABASH NATURAL GAS CO. 
Carmi, Illinois Carmi, Illinois 


DEARBORN OIL & GAS CORPORATION 


701 Old National Bank Building 
Evansville, Indiana 


SCOTT INSURANCE AGENCY 


ALL FORMS OF INSURANCE 


Compliments of 


GRAYVILLE GUN CLUB 


110 S. Middle Street Grayville 


GRAYVILLE, ILL. 
PHONE 2611 


Sotumiaeicc: S. HENRY BLOOD 
JOHNSON’S SERVICE HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR 


STANDING TIMBER 


Gravuillemtiiines 
of aor PHONE 4301 


TEXACO P 
CO PRODUCTS GRAYVILLE, ILL. 


(eam) bev eG Ash S18 5531.95 5 
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HISTORY OF FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF GRAYVILLE 


The First Methodist Church of Grayville was 
organized with 20 members in 1837 by Rev. Carhan 
in a log cabin where the present Christian Church 
now stands. Then in 1838 a frame building for the 
church was built on that same site. In 1852 still 
another building was built on the same location, 
30 ft. by 40 ft. at the cost of $1,350. The building 
was enlarged in 1868, making it 30 ft. by 68 ft., with 
additional cost of $1,300. The present location of 
church on North Street was given to church by Mrs. 
J. B. Jolly, who turned first spade of dirt for new 
church which was dedicated in 1912. Rev. J. G. 
Harmon was pastor at the time. The first funeral 
in the new church was that of his wife. 


The first regular organist was Mrs. Eastwood, the 
late Malcolm Eastwood’s mother. J. R. Eastwood 
was one of the first trustees of the church. 


The first convert in the church was Miss J. E. 
Harmon in 1843. 


In 1882 the first missionary society was organized 
with 31 members with the late Bob Prunty’s mother 
as president. That year the church had 90 members. 
For many years there were three women’s organi- 
zations—the Foreign Missionary Society, Home Mis- 
sionary Society, and the Ladies’ Aid. In 1940 these 
three were combined into the Woman’s Society of 
Christian Service. 


Best Wishes 


BENDER PHARMACY 


The Prescription Store 


Grayville, Illinois 


In 1904 The Browns Chapel charge with 76 mem- 
bers was taken off Crossville circuit and added to 
the Grayville charge but was removed from this 
charge in 1953. 


In 1905 the minister’s salary was $1,000; now, 
$4,500. 


In 1908 the Epworth League installed electric 
lights in the church. For many years the church 
maintained youth groups known as Junior League 
and Epworth League, which were combined under 
the Methodist Youth Fellowship about 1940. 


In 1910 the members started collecting money 
for the new church which was dedicated in 1912. 
Mrs. Mary C. Westfall’s Sunday school class of girls 
paid the first pledge. 


About 1913 Bishop Quayle spoke in this church 
on the Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde theme. In this year 
the Carnegie pipe organ was installed. 


Probably the oldest person who is a member of 
the church is Mr. George Matthews, who is now 
living in Mt. Vernon. And probably the oldest 
known member is Mrs. Hattie Melrose, who joined 
the church in 1894. 


Since the organization of the church in 1837 with 
20 members, there have been 64 ministers serve this 
church, which now has 259 members. 


The first known parsonage was the present Lech- 
ner home on Highway 1 at southedge of the city. 
Then about 1900 the parsonage was located 306 W. 
Mill Street until the present one adjoining the 
church was built in 1939. 


The men’s organization was formed in 1950 with 
13 charter members and Wesley Aker as president. 


The church has had a Sunday school department 
ever since its organization with a record attendance 
of 263 and present enrollment of 241. At present a 
new educational building is being built on the 
south side of the church. 


HARPER REXALL DRUGS 


PRESCRIPTION HEADQUARTERS 


Crossville, Illinois 


PA re t0 TA RUTH BOY EAR S.A) Bocy—leoe 


Fletcher Strong Percy Dobbs 


SUPPLY CO_ 


QIL WELL SUPPLIES 


Phone 131 - 132 Crossville, IIl. 


Compliments of 


G. R. HOOK : 
MARSH'S pal ; 
Seis Sind Sisre Oil Field Trucking and 
Now A Self Serve Store Tractor Work 


LAY-A-WAY DOLL AND TOYS 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS 


Local and Long Distance Oil Field Hauling 


PHONE 6273 Phone 2111 


Compliments of 


Compliments | 

Paula’s Beauty Shop z | 
110 North Middle Street SPOT TAVERN | 

| 


DIAL 214] EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 


deiey Uae rt aah bb 55-1 O55 
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THE rIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


The First Christian Church was. or- 
ganized in 1840 with seven charter mem- 
bers: Mr. Daniel Bulkley, Mrs. Daniel 
Bulkley, Mr. Jeremiah Ruth, Mrs. Jere- 
miah Ruth, Martha Lumm, Mrs. B. W. 
Kenner, Mrs. Sarah Mills. 


The first building erected in 1844 on 
Block 9 lot 12 near Dr. Kash home later 
moved to Block 22, lot 7 now the resi- 
dence of Harvey Westfall. In 1872 a new 
church was built at the corner of Mill 
and Middle. 


In 1927 this building was sold to Aaron 
Pearson and a modern church building 
was bought from the Evangelical Church 
Board on Block 21, lot 2 now known as 
the First Christian Church. A new addi- 
tion has been made this summer 30 x 50 
for more Sunday School Class rooms. 
Dedicated July 31, 1955. 


CALVERT DRILLING, INC. 


and Employees 


OLNEY, ILLINOIS 


OPERATING ROTARY RIGS 


Illinois, Indiana, Oklahoma, North Dakota and Colorado 
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WE SALUTE GRAYVILLE WITH - 


Twenty Eight Years of Experience in Sales and 
Service and We Still Handle the Cadillacs 


———rt—ie of The Appliance Field 
Home formerly on Site of 
Bradshaw Appliances 
MAYTAG IRONRITE FRIGIDAIRE PHILGAS 
ZENITH DU MONT EMERSON PHILCO 
TAPPAN SERVEL QUAKER DUO THERM 
HAMILTON KOHLER WILLIAMSON AMERICAN 


WHERE COULD YOU MATCH THESE PRODUCTS? 


AND FOR THE FUTURE WE SHALL CONTINUE MAKING 
OUR MOTTO COME TRUE IN YOUR HOME! 


(BETTER SERVICE sa ERS tribes Alene) 
Come and See Bradshaw Appliances 


E.C. Bradshaw Willard Coley Tom Bradshaw 
Leeta Bradshaw Larkin Cox Dean Hiser 


Illinois - Indiana - Kentucky - Ohio - Michigan 
Missouri - Oklahoma - Texas - New Mexico 
Colorado - Wyoming - Nebraska 


J. ROBINSON WELDING Kansas - Tennessee 


SERVICE I.C.C. CARRIER 
O. H. & F., Inc. 


OIL FIELD TRUCKING AND EXCAVATING | 
PHONE 6441 


GRAYVILLE, ILL. — PHONE 4941 
FAIRFIELD, ILL. — PHONE 6818 


Compliments of 


GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS 


Trailers and Trucks Rigged Up 


MADDEN'S DRUG STORE 


Welcome to Grayville 


IN GRAYVILLE 
Horste Grocery & Meat Market 


“Madden's” has been a Buy-Word in Drugs 


HOME KILLED MEATS 


Come in and see us sometime 


Ue elt Beebe ecto) -bc0 0). 2k 


A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH OF 
THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


The First Baptist Church was organized, Sept. 
5th, 1895. At this same meeting Bro. Levi T. E. 
Johnson, and Bro. J. C. Williams were elected mess- 
engers to their local association. 


In 1898 the church ordained Bro. G. T. Finn to 
the Gospel ministry, and hired him as their first 
pastor. 


Rey. Samuel Kirkland held a revival meeting in 
a tent, and there were added to the church 202 new 
members. During this meeting the church was re- 
organized, and Sister Mary Feverston is the only 
living charter member. 


Bro. F. C. Naney was the first church clerk, fol- 
lowed by Bro. J. E. Feverston, who served for 18 
years. 


The following brethren were ordained as the first 


YOUNG AUTO SALES 


OLDSMOBILE SALES & SERVICE 


Phone 277 Albion, Il. 
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deacons; John Appman Sr.; John Feverston, and 
F. C. Naney. 


The building committee who purchased the site, 
saw over the erection were, John Appman; W. W. 
Davis; J. E. Feverston; Ed. Glaubensklee; L. J. 
Mossberger; F. C. Naney, and William Ramsey. 


After the revival closed and up to the time that 
the church building was built the members met in 
the opera house on Sundays, and mid week services 
were held in the home of some member. 


First S. S. Supt. was F. C. Naney. S. S. Secretary, 
was Miss Zella Johnson; S. S. Organist was Miss 
Chloe Ramsey, Janitor was William Ramsey, and 
Mrs. Mary Feverston taught the beginners. 


Rev. D. F. Marlin, was pastor from 1908-1916: 
1926-1945; Rev. J. S. Bright, from 1916-1919; Rev. 
Kunath, 1921-1922; Rey. Hall and Rev. Owens, 
1919-1921; Rev. L. M. Lappin 1923-1925; Rev. 
Stone, 1946-1951; Rev. Yow, 1951-1953; Rev. Gill 
was called Feb. 10th, 1954. 


Grayville Radiator Shop 


Radiators Cleaned, Rebuilt, Repaired 


and Recored 
Phone 5551 


Grayville, Illinois 


JORDAN'S SELF-SERVICE 


Where Your Dollar Buys More 


QUALITY —:— 


GROCERIES - MEATS 
VEGETABLES 


Grayville, Ill. 


Compliments 


ENDICOTT MOTORS 


LINCOLN AND MERCURY DEALER 


CARMI, ILL. 


Phone 3271 


ENGRAVED BUSINESS AND SOCIAL 
STATIONERY CARDS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 


NUSSMEIER 
ENGRAVING COMPANY 


ENGRAVERS TO THE OIL INDUSTRY 


23 S. E. Second St. Evansville, Indiana 


PIA GE) 4 


Acme Jewelers 
Alan's Jewelry Store 
The Baby Shop 
Barker’s Shoe Store 
Baynham Shoe Co. 
G. A. Beard & Son 


Ben Becker Shoe Co. 


Bitterman Bros. 
Bon Marche’ 

Burt’s Shoe Store 
Capitol Rug Co. 
Citizens Nat'l Bank 
Colliers Shoes 
Combs Shoe Co. 
Darling Shops 
Dawson-Winslow 
Hy. F. Decker Co. 
DeJong’s, Inc. 
Deters Jewelry 
DeVry Company 
Drucker’s 

Dunhill’s 

Economy Dept. Store 


TAA Ue? DE YS EPASR selec ees 


of 


Evansville, Indiana 


Ev. City Coach Lines 
Ev. Electric Service 

Ev. Luggage Shop 

Ev. Printing Corp. 

Ev. Stamp & Supply Co. 
The Evansville Store 
Finke Furniture Co. 
Gem Furniture Mart 
Goeke’s Dept. Store 

W. T. Grant Co. 
Harding & Miller Music 
Hart Stores, Inc. 

H. Hermann, Inc. 
Frank A. Heyden Hdw. 
The Hub 

Jeffers Floor Covering 
Joan Shop, The 
Kaiser's 

Kay Jewelry Co. 
Kinney’s Shoes 

Kleitz Flowers 

Kresge, S. S. 
Kruckemeyer & Cohn 


THE KEMPER STORE 


Dry Goods - Shoes - Hosiery - Notions 
McCall Patterns and Work Clothing 


DHE; BESO hero. 


CASING PULLING 


Grayville, Illinois 


Lerner Shops 

Letter Shop 

Mary Jane Shoes 
McCurdy Hotel 

R. H. Miller Store 
Morgan’s Men’s Wear 
Nat'l Cash Register 
Nat'l City Bank 
Neisner Bros. 


Ohio Valley Television Co. 


Old Nat'l Bank 
Ortmeyer Furn. Co. 

F. M. Petersheim 

Pyle Electric Co. 

R. & G. Furniture Co. 
Radio Sta.—WGBF-WMLL 
Ragsdale’s Corset Shop 
Red Spot Paint Co. 
Rogers Jewelers 
Salm’s, Inc. 

Sater’s 

Schear’s Dept. Store 
Schear’s Furn. Mart 


Congratulations and Best Wishes for Your 1955 Grayville Centennial 


Downtown Retail Merchants Association 


Schultz Cloak House 
Schuttler Music Co. 
Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
Sherman’s Clothes 
Shoe Box, The 

Silver’s Record Shop 
Simpson App. & Equip. 
Smith & Butterfield 

So. Ind. Gas & Electric 
Stevens Floor Covering 
Strouse & Bros. 

Thrifty Dress Shop 
Tiller-Faith Piano Co. 
Todranks, Inc. 
Vendome Hotel 

Wells of Evansville 
WEOA Radio Station 
WFIE Television Sta. 
WIKY Radio Station 
WIPS, Inc. 

Woods Drug Co. 

F. W. Woolworth Co. 


Compliments of 


POOL ROOM 


224 East North St. 


Grayville, Illinois 


4063 
J. A. STONE — M. C. STONE 


RFD 2 


Phone 8471 


MODERN 


CALL GRAYVILLE 


or 


Grayville, Illinois 


HYDRAULIC EQUIPMENT 


9414 


eee Pee Yarn Ars IPG ae! 9 a) 


PPAtGcE Vie 


THE GRAYVILLE CHURCH OR *CHRIST 


The Grayville Church of Christ was organized 
in February of 1916 when a group of Bible stu- 
dents began holding services in the home of one 
of the members in Grayville for the study of New 
Testament scripture. 


In April of the same year W. F. Mathis of Vienna 
was called to conduct a meeting which was held 
in the Grayville Opera House. Later in the same 
year the Primitive Baptist meeting house at the 
corner of Court and South Streets was rented and 


Best Wishes From 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


MT. CARMEL, ILLINOIS 


Compliments of 


EASTERN DRILLING, INC. 


and 


EASTERN PETROLEUM CoO. 
BOREN BUILDING 


Carmi, Illinois 


services were held there regularly until 1917. 


On Jan. 28, 1917 W. J. Taylor and J. J. Spencer 
purchased the building at the corner of Third and 


Mill Streets from the German Evangelical Church 
congregation, and in Sept. of 1919 Mr. Taylor and 
Mr. Spencer deeded the church property to the 
congregation of the Church of Christ of Grayville, 
Illinois, and services have been held at this place 
since the above date. 


COLLINS HARDWARE 


* General Electric Appliances 


*% Skelgas Service—Ranges, Water 


Heaters, Home Freezers 
*% Siegler and Perfection Oil Heaters 


*% Winkler Furnaces and 


Conversion Burners 


GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS PHONE 4121 


Centennial Congratulations To The Good 
People of Grayville 


BURGESS 
CHEVROLET COMPANY 
“Where Customers Send Their Friends" 

PHONE 159 

ALBION, ILLINOIS 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Steel for the Oil Industry 
.. .and for ALL American Business 


In the far flung oil industry, International Steel has long fabricated steel 
for rigs, pumps, warehouses, and tool sheds. Also, from its ample stocks of 
warehouse steel, it is ready to supply the oil industry with its miscel- 
laneous steel needs. 


Whatever YOUR fabricated steel requirements—however large or 
small—International’s experience in serving the oil industry is at 
your command. We'll welcome the opportunity to work with you. 


“e 2020 EDGAR STREET EVANSVILLE, IND. 


INTERNATIONAL STEEL COMPANY fiteargenccce 


OF METALS 


AKER Compliments 
Machine & Welding Co. Wabash Valley Service Co. 


General Oil Field Repair—Shop or Field 


24-HOUR SERVICE Distributor of 


Box 415 Grayville, IIL. PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 


FEEDS AND FERTILIZER 


Phones 5711 and 3823 


Johnson’s Conoco Service 


Compliments of 


GRAYVILLE, ILL. 


DR. C. W. WILSON | 


Dealer in that Good Conoco Super 
Motor Oil 
112 Meddle St. Grayville, Ill. 


Telephone 8461 
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PUL GOSPEL CHURCH 


936 North Court Street 
Grayville, Illinois 


In the early part of the year 1919, a Rev. S. S. 
Grant and Rev. Nolan Davis of Pickneyville, Illinois 
came to Grayville and conducted a series of Evan- 
gelistic Meetings. This was the beginning of the 
Apostolic Faith Church which is known today as the 
Full Gospel Church. In 1927, the church was or- 
ganized; in 1929, the members purchased a lot of 
ground at 936 North Court Street and built a small 
church on this newly-purchased lot. 


Through the years as the congregation continued 
to grow and the church prospered, they decided to 
build a new church, and the cornerstone of the new 
church was laid in August, 1946, and the church 
completed soon after. Several years later, in 1950, 
a new church parsonage was built beside the church 
while Rev. Glen Barnes was the pastor. After Rev. 
Barnes’ resignation in September, on December 15, 
1954, Rev. Paul Kloepper, formerly of Cora, Illinois, 
accepted the pastorage of the church and was of- 
ficially installed in a special service in January, 


1955. 


Many changes have taken place in the history 
of our church since its beginning in 1919. Today 
we have a Children’s Department, Young People’s 
Department, Ladies Auxiliary, and Regular Serv- 
ices during the week. As a member of the United 
Pentecostal Churches, we help sponsor foreign and 
home missionaries, a Children’s Orphanage in Tu- 
pelo, Miss., and various Bible Training Colleges for 
young student ministers throughout the United 
States. 


There is still much work to be done in our local 
church, and we, the members of the Full Gospel 
Church, hope that in the future years, we can do 
more to improve the property of our church to make 
it a bigger and better landmark in the city of Gray- 
ville. “A Community without a church is a commu- 
nity without God.” 


We are happy to be a part of Grayville, and to 
participate as one of the churches in the Coming 
Centennial Celebration of our Community. 


LAMBERT & HOOD 


OIL AND WATER 


Mt. Carmel, Ill 
PHONE 744 - 1019 


Henderson, Ky. 
Phone 7-1781 


Eldorado, Il. 
Phone 508 


Princeton, Ind. 
Phone 1170 


Marshall, Il. 
Phone 4751 
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“Thene Os No Gubstitute For Successful Experience” 


PHONE 385 
ANTIQUES 
E. A. MONROE 
THE LENNOX SHOP ONRO 
At the 4-Way Stop Physician and Surgeon 
China, Furniture, Glass, Brass 
Grayville, Ill. Phone 5611 
PHONE 6321 
COAD & GROFF 
RAMSEY’S MARKET 
United SERVICE Motors 
Automobile Repairing — Auto-Lite Parts Pete eee CS) ANS Cube 
AND VEGETABLES 
BATTERIES 


ACCESSORIES 
PHONE 6641 


GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS—PHONE 4211 


Merit ateln real Ack ol 85.0 lj 95 


The Order of the Eastern Star 


The Order of the Eastern Star in Grayville is in the 
neighborhood of 100 years old. A Chapter was 
formed here about 1865. The meetings were held in 
a building on Main Street. The lighting was by kero- 
sene lamps, and they were thought to be the cause 
of a fire that destroyed the building. All records and 
furnishings were destroyed at that time. A few years 
later another Chapter was formed which also met in 
a building on Main Street. No information can be 
obtained about what happened to this Chapter, but 
we do know that it ceased to be. What information 
we have was given us by Mrs. Margaret Lindsey 
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before her death in 1945. She became a member of 
the first Chapter when she was 18 years of age 
which would be in the year of 1873. Then she was a 
Charter member of the second Chapter and a mem- 
ber of the present Chapter. 


The present Chapter, Sheba Chapter No. 722, was 
formed on August 26, 1912, with the twenty-five 
members necessary to form a Chapter. A fire dam- 
aged the Masonic Temple where the meetings were 
held in 1948. Most of the records and some of the 
furnishings were saved and meetings were held in 
another building until the present Masonic Temple 
was re-built. Sheba Chapter is now a thriving 
Chapter with 227 members. 


Compliments of 


WEBB’S FERRY 


Hours 
6:00 A.M. to Midnight—Daily 


Alva Reynolds, Owner and Operator 


Grayville, Illinois 


“Movies Under The Stars” 


on The Huge Panoramic Screen 


460 DRIVE IN THEATRE 
CARMI, ILL. 


Free Playground and Train Rides for Kiddies 


MAINS GREEN HOUSES 


FLOWERS OF DISTINCTION 


FOR EVERY OCCASION 
1115 W. 3rd St. Phone 195 


MT. CARMEL, ILL. 


Phone 3454 


JOHNS CAFE 


el’ NaN Gene 


Route U. S. 45 - 142 


Eldorado, Jil. Phone 682 


GRAYVILLE MOTOR CO. 


YOUR 
CHRYSLER - PLYMOUTH DEALER 
SALUTES GRAYVILLE 
on its 100th Anniversary 


State Highway 1 North Grayville, Ill. 
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BERNARD RB. STURM 


Funeral Director 


Ambulance Service 


Grayville, Illinois Phone 3211 
ee rates Buick Dealers 
JACK’S FEED MILL Saisoes 
Complete Line of Livestock and Poultry Feeds USED CARS 
Seed and Fertilizer 
219 East Mill Street SKILES MOTOR CO. 
GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS | 


BE Ode Wel oe 


Compliments of 


o the 
Sree are MARCH‘’S 
KIRSCH & KLEINSCHMIDT MEN’S WEAR 


Timsaione = Coal aphosohee Established 1878 


GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS 222 E. North St. Dail 4791 


Phone 3911 GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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History of Camp Rebekah No. 721 


Camp Rebekah Lodge No. 721 of Grayville, Illinois 
was first organized December 15th, 1909. The meet- 
ing was held on Friday night, upstairs in the East- 
wood building on North and Middle Streets. The 
ground floor now being occupied by Ramsey’s 
Market. After the meeting a banquet was served in 
the basement of the old Christian Church which 
was located on the corner of Mill and Middle 
Streets. 


The West Salem Rebekah lodge put on the degree 
work for the meeting. Mrs. Keturah Clayton was 
the first Noble Grand, now deceased. Rosa Johnson, 
Vice Grand. Fifty seven members joined this lodge 
and were called the Charter members. One char- 
ter member, Mrs. Rosa Johnson, is still an active 
member and has been very helpful in compiling the 
history of this lodge. 


The lodge met in their first hall for about two 
years, then moved to what was the Helck building 
at the corner of North and Court Streets. It re- 
mained there until it was burned out, moving to 
what is now the Kershaw building on North Street, 
In or about the year of 1917 they moved to what is 
now their regular hall, and remained there until 
1939. 


On March 23rd, 1938 the District Meeting of No. 29 
was held here. This being the home of the District 
President, Sister Clara Johnson. 


Membership became so small they were forced to 


The Farmers National Bank 


PRINCETON, INDIANA 


67 Years of Banking Service 


Evangeline Dress Shop 


Women's and Children’s Apparel 


Carole King, Jr. - Martha Monning, half sizes 
Cinderella and Nanette Dresses 


Tom Sawyer for Boys - Martee, Jr. 


WE STRIVE TO PLEASE 


Grayville, Ill. Phone 6272 


give up the hall and meet in the Dress Shop of 
Mattie Spruell (deceased) until she moved her 
dress shop to her home. We then met at the home 
of Mrs. Anna B. Seil (deceased). At this time we 
had 13 members, but we kept our dues and state tax 
paid and so were able to hold our Charter. 


In June of 1946 our State President visited us and 
we held a banquet for her at the home of Mrs. Seil. 
She was pleased that we were holding together. At 
this time we were trying to find a hall for a meeting 
place, so our good friends the Masons rented us 
their hall for our two meetings each month. In 1947 
we were again burned out. Mr. Bradshaw let the 
Masons use the upstairs of his building on the cor- 
ner of North and Court Streets, and we were invited 
to meet there too. 


In 1949 we moved to our now present hall, which 
we rented from the American Legion. We have 
grown in membership, by hard work, and now have 
the hall to ourselves. We have redecorated our hall 
and are very proud of it. We now have 72 members, 
the greater part of them being active. We enjoy 
suppers and parties given frequently and entertain 
other lodges and our District Officers each year. 


Mrs. Madge Johnson from Harrisburg, IIl., has held 
our School of Instruction for over 20 years. 


Our present Noble Grand is Eva Robinson, Vice 
Grand, Pearl Hockman, and Secretary-Treasurer, 
Thelma Compton. 


Compliments of 


Sears Roebuck & Company 


PRINCETON, INDIANA 


118 E. State St. 


Best Wishes to The 


GRAYVILLE CENTENNIAL 


William M. Green & Son 


GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS 


Phone 3771 
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O1L, FIELD MOTOR SERVICE CO., IM. 
Mecekee 


Authorized Waukesha Distributor 
Tri-State Area 


SALES-PARTS-SERVICE 


Industrial Engine Rebuilders 


PHONE 2151 BOX 497 


GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS 
SERVING THE TRISTATE SINCE 1941 


Compliments of 


HOTEL KINGDON 


BEST WISHES TO HENDERSON'S POPULAR PRICED HOTEL 
100% Sprinkler Protected 
FAMILY RATES — CHILDREN FREE 


THE GRAYVILLE CENTENNIAL 


HENDERSON, KENTUCKY 
From 


LOYAL ORDER OF MOOSE Best Wishes To The Tri-State Oil Show 
No. 1155 
ALSTON B. BARROW 
MT. CARMEL, ILL. 
PETROLEUM ENG'NEER 


EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 
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Dueen Contestants : 


. : Q 
From left to right: Margie Fry, Judy Crocker, Barbara Bryan, Geraldine O’donley, Lynn Acker, i 
Madaline Calder, Beverly Bullard, Carol Koehler, Doris Boxell, Rose Glover, Wynonia Nolen. 


MARILYN NICKOLAUS MARTHA SKILES BEVERLY LANGFORD 


QUEENS SPONSORS QUEENS SPONSORS 

MASGIn SER Y erate mt URN ONS. ae BOWMAN’S, INC. GERALDINE O'DONLEY ...... ACME CASING PULLING CO. 
LYNNE ACKER. (ot, to ee te O.°H.1& Fa INC, ‘ 

FUDGE CHOCKENG. mte pret gies SOHIO PIPE LINE CO. anne iar ae ae ESTRUS eanEne rorene : 

ee ace a hater nee Rt BO Oe COs REROSE/ GLOVER 4) ae. 28h «c.. WHITE COUNTY LUMBER CO. . 

BEVERLY BULLARD .......... PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK WYNONIA NOLEN i, SCHOENHEIT TRUCKING CO. : 

CAHOLEROEMLER Gar sek SCOTT INSURANCE AGENCY MARTHA SKILES ates... ff eon JORDAN SUPER MARKET i 

BARBARA BRYAN............ POTTER & WARD CITIES BEVERLY LANGFORD ..HORSTE GROCERY & MEAT MARKET 


SERVICE STATION MARILYN NICKOLAUS..... SIEKMAN INSURANCE AGENCY F 
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Sargent Engineering 
Corporation 


Bottom Hole Pumps 


Sales and Service 


“You are cordially invited to visit our store” 
618 N. Court St. Grayville, Illinois ? Phone 6611 


Compliments of 


THE SPOT 
GENE’S BAR 
AIR CONDITIONED Famous for Food and Drinks 
A Place to Enjoy Youself 
312 Market St. Mt. Carmel, IIl. 


226 E. North Street Grayville, Il. 
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GRAYVILLE CENTENNIAL PROGRAM 
PATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD 


1:00 P.M. — Parade of Bands, Floats, Queens, Old Cars, Costumes, Etc. 

3:00 P.M. — Dedication of the new Elementary School building at the West End of North Street. 
O. H. Roberts, Jr., of Evansville will be the speaker. 

7:30 P.M. — Crowning of Queen at the Grayville Athletic Field. 

7:45 P.M. — Centennial Pageant “A Century on the Banks of the Wabash” from the early part of 
1700, when the French were frozen in at Bonpas down to the present day . . . with 
fire works built into the program. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH 


2:00 P.M. — en Ss river front East North Street will be a water carnival by the Grayville Boat 
Club. 
Music 

7:30 P.M. — Pageant at the main stage at Grayville Athletic Field with fire works .. . 


MONDAY, LABOR DAY, SEPTEMBER oTH 
CENTENNIAL COSTUME CONTEST 


2:00 P.M. 


Oldest woman in Centennial Costume—Pin. 
Best dressed Lady in Centennial Costume—Pr. Gold Vases. 
Former Resident in Centennial Costume coming the greatest distance—Ball Point Pen. 
Mother with most daughters in Centennial Costume—Candle Sticks—Center Piece. 
Best dressed couple in costume—Sterling Silver Spoon. 
Best dressed girl in Centennial Costume—age 1-6—Locket. 
Best dressed girl in Centennial Costume—age 6-10—I. D. Bracelet. 
Best dressed girl in Centennial Costume—age 10-14—Jewel Case. 
Best dressed girl in Centennial Costume—age 14-16—Pearl Necklace. 
_ Best dressed boy in Centennial Costume—age 1-6—Knife, Fork, Spoon. 
. Best dressed boy in Centennial Costume—age 7-10—Watch. 
. Best dressed boy in Centennial Costume—age 10-14—I. D. Bracelet. 
3. Former family coming greatest distance in Centennial Costume—Electric Clock. 


BEARD CONTEST 


L. 
2. 
3. 
4, 
5. 
6. 
he 
8. 
9: 


2:30 P.M. 
Best Mustache 
Youngest Man with Beard and Mustache. 
Oldest Man with Beard and Mustache. 
Longest Beard. 
Best Hobo type ( Untrimmed ). 
Most Natural colors. 
Best Beard and Mustache with period costune. 
. Most distinguished Beard. 
3:00 P.M. — Pole Dance. Charles Neumaster and group of Evansville, Ind., dancing horses . . . 
Other Attractions and Music. 
7:30 P.M. — Pageant with mammoth display of fireworks. 
The Riley Amusement Rides and Carnival will be located on the city lot corner North and 
Main Streets from Sept. Ist until September 5th. for your entertainment. 
This pageant was written and directed by Verna Dee L. Martin of McLeansboro, Illinois, a 
talented musician with dramatic experience. 
We regret the omission of any names or pictures that should have been included in this book. 
Display of old relics and historical pictures at Skiles Building on North Street. 
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CARMI TIMES 


White County's Only Daily 
Newspaper 
And More News 
About White County 
Than Any Other Newspaper 
INeTHESWORES 


Complete Printing Service 


Phone 4176 or 4177 


Illinois 


Compliments of 


97.3 MC 


WROY FM 


11,000 W. 


1460 KC. 


CARMI BROADCASTING CO. 


“The Sports Voice of Southeastern Illinois” 


CARMI, ILLINOIS 


REIDS CAFE 


Home Made Pies and Home Cooking 
GRAYVILLE, ILL. 


= POTATO 
CHIPS 


« TRI-STATES FINEST QUALITY _ 


Best in Town "FRESH" 
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Best Wishes to Grayville Centennial 


from 


Albion Chamber of Commerce 
and the City of Albion 


Best Wishes From 


Carmi Funeral Home 


Walker Funeral Home 


Kittinger Funeral Home 


HIGHWAY MACHINE 
COMPANY, INC. 


Industrial Supplies 
Repairing and Manufacturing 


Mining and Oil Field Work 
Route 41 South Phone 957 


Nelson Havill, Princeton, Indiana 
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On The Banks of The Wabash 


PART I — THE BEGINNING 


In the 1700’s the Wilderness Trail across Cum- 
berland Gap through Tennessee and Kentucky had 
been pioneered by such frontiersmen as Daniel 
Boone. This exploration opened those states and 
the land beyond to settlers. Naturally some of these 
hardy men pushed on into southern Illinois. Not 
long after the War for Independence the rivers of 
of the “West” were teeming with men, women, 
children, livestock and whole households moving 
into the unknown. The Cumberland, the Tennessee, 
the Ohio and the great Wabash brought many sett- 
lers into the red man’s territory. By the early 1800's 
some of these intrepid people had discovered that 
the Illinois territory, on the far side of the great 
Wabash, offered open prairies, forests abounding 
with bear, fox, panthers and opossum, and a cli- 
mate as good as need be. Already earlier trappers, 
Indian scouts and frontiersmen had settled their dif- 
ferences with the local Indians either by flint-lock 
or peace pipe. Before the arrival of the white man, 
here lived and fought one of the most belligerent 
of Indian tribes, the Pottawotamie. These Pottawo- 
tamies, arriving too late to take part in the Fort 
Dearborn Massacre (War of 1812), staged a small 
war of their own. 


Since 1772 George Rogers Clark and his men had 
fought frontier Indians, and now in the early 1800's 
there were few Indians but much wild life, thick 
forests and beautiful prairies. The first men to 
settle in this territory found much tall timber, oak, 
elm, sycamore and hickory. Beauty was added by 
innumerable catalpa and sweet smelling honey lo- 
cust. The pawpaw, mulberry and persimmon they 
used for food. Bittersweet, honeysuckle and morn- 
ing glory gave a wild beauty to the scene, while 
in the spring the woods and prairies were a mass 
of blooming wild flowers. Not all beauty, however, 
for they also found bear, panther, wild hogs and 
dangerous wolves. There were no beaver or buf- 
falo in this area at the time of white settlement, but 
buffalo trails were still traceable. Deer were abun- 
dant. 


In 1809 Thomas Gray, a Virginian, came to White 
County and in 1810 moved to Bonpas, a small set- 
tlement strategically located near where Bonpas 
Creek flows into the great Wabash. Time has erased 
all evidence of who first picked this spot, but from 
1810 when Thomas Gray moved in, began to raise 
hogs and took the first flat boat to New Orleans, 
it was never without a few settlers. We know that 
in 1814 Jonathan Shelby and Thomas Carney and 
families (coming from Tennessee) spent a year in 
Grayville before moving on to be the first family 
to settle permanently in Edwards County. Also in 
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1814, one Mr. Jones took land in Section 21, now 
known as the Oxford Hill section of Grayville and 


in 1816 Hugh Ronalds, an Englishman, was granted 
land in Section 20, a part of the present city. In 


1817 Caleb Dickinson took land in the Edwards 
County section of the city. Such was the beginning, 
in the early 19th Century, amid Indians and wilder- 
ness, by sturdy pioneers from Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Ohio and even England, Ireland and Germany, of 
three small settlements. Florence was at the mouth 


of the Bonpas, Oxford on the bluff overlooking the 
river, and the community of Bonpas a short dis- 
tance south. These three grew later into the village 
of Grayville. 


Let us look now at the lives of these very first 


settlers. Grayville’s river attracted settlers, as at. 


this time most traveling and shipping was done by 
boat. So the settlement grew, and the first job after 
arriving and choosing a suitable location was to 
build a dwelling. Trees of uniform size were se- 
lected and logs cut to a desired length. The neigh- 
bors helped, and after each log was notched and 
saddled to fit as closely as possible, they were 
“raised” into place. The following day the family 
would “chink and daub” to keep out the weather. 
Most log cabins were of one room with perhaps a 
lean-to. The small logs on the roof were covered 
by clapboards made of the finest oak available. 
Re-daubing was done annually—after the spring 
rains. One end of the cabin had a large fireplace, 
usually accommodating logs of 6 or 8 feet. Most 
windows were squares covered with greased deer 
hide or paper. although many settlers had_ glass 
brought by flat boat down the Ohio from the East. 
Inside, the furnishings of this new home consisted 
of candles and lamps, a crane in the fireplace for 
cooking, rifle and powder horn, built-in beds and 
a rough table. Thanks to the river, our forefathers 
brought more furniture and favorite treasures from 
their original homes than did the pioneers farther 
west who had to travel over land by prairie schoon- 
er. There was not much money at this time, but 
very little was needed, as venison, wild turkey and 
game were plentiful. The most voracious eater 
could board at $1.50 a week. In most cases the 
cooking was done at the fireplaces. Kettles were 
hung over the fire supported with pothooks on 
the crane, or a “spider”, a long handled frying pan 
with legs, was used for cooking meat. This was also 
used for baking pancakes. Hominy and samp, made 
of pounded corn, were much used. The chief arti- 
cles of diet were corn bread, hominy or samp, pork, 
beans, pumpkin, turkey, prairie chicken, squirrel and 
other wild game. Honey was used for sweetening. 
The men often wore buckskin “britches” and the 
women dresses of linsey-woolsey which they made 
on looms after having spun the thread on their own 
spinning wheels. They often went without foot- 
gear, or wore moccasins to save precious boots. 
Jewelry was uncommon. To make shoes, they took 
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Serving The Tri-County Oil Fields 


With Modern Banking Facilities 


THE PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 
GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS 


CAPITAL, SURPLUS and UNDIVIDED PROFITS $250,000.00 


GRANT BROSTER, Pres. 


LOUIS FIEBER, Vice-Pres. 


Cab tbe MING Sashier 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Tri-State Butane Co., Inc. 
Phone 9511 P. O. Box 351 


Carmi, Illinois 


Broom Motor Company 
SALEM, ILL. 


Gasoline 
GMC OILFIELD TRUCKS 
Diesel 


serving the Tri-State in Oilfield Trucking 
Equipments AW #512 


ith SLA EAYEA-RS 1855-1955 


Established 1865 


BEST WISHES TO ALL 
OUR FRIENDS 
In The Oil Industry 


OLD NATIONAL BANK 


Centralia, Illinois 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 


Compliments of 


Walter Oil Tool Co. 


Phone 5151 


GRAYVILLE, ILL. 


Compliments of 


MASON WELL SERVICING 


FAST AND DEPENDABLE OPERATORS 


Day—Dial 4411 Night—Crossville 98 


GRAYVILLE, ILLINOIS 


Reh eeZ. 3 


ON THE BANKS OF THE WABASH (Continued ) 


the hair off animal skin by soaking it in wet ashes 
in a trough, and then tanning it in oak bark. This 
when wet and dried became as hard as bone, we 
are told. 

The roads were bad, following Indian trails in 
some instances. In winter, they froze at night and 
thawed during the day, making a bottomless mud, 
impassable in winter and spring. An Indian trail 
along the big Wabash was the most traveled road 
in the beginning. Even in a new land all was not 
always peaceful. Some settlers failed to enter their 
land, and had to move if someone else entered it 
at the Shawneetown Land Office. Fist fights were 
often resorted to. Marauding bands of Indians still 
roved, In the fall of 1816 quite a sensation was 
created among the few settlers in this part of the 
country by the killing of James Boultinghouse and 
the mutilating of his body. James drove quite a 
quantity of hogs to fatten from the mast in the 
Big Creek timber. He built a camp, where he was 
found by a band of Shawnee Indians prowling 
through the country. Seeing that he was alone, 
they took him by surprise and murdered him on 
the spot. When found, his mutilated body was ly- 
ing near his camp and his head suspended from 
a near-by pole. Tradition relates that the Indians 
were captured, stones lashed to their bodies and 
thrown into the big Wabash. 


In 1815, another circumstance which threw the 
early settlers into a spasm of fear was what has 
passed into history as the “Cannon Massacre”. As 
nearly as can be determined, this occured in Coffee 
Precinct a few miles north of where the Bonpas 
empties into the Wabash. A Mr. Cannon and his 
sons came across the Wabash from the Indiana side 
and constructed a cabin. No signs of Indians were 
seen while they were working. After completing 
the cabin, they recrossed the river to bring over 
the family. Later the same day, they all moved 
over and settled in their new home. The men of 
the family went into the timber to fell a bee tree. 
While they were thus engaged, a band of Indians 
suddenly fell upon them. Mr. Cannon and a son 
were instantly killed, with the son, Samuel, being 
horribly mutilated as well. Mrs. Cannon, a daugh- 
ter and son-in-law were captured and carried off 
by the Indians. They were, however, subsequently 
ransomed. Mr. Cannon and his son were wrapped 
in a horse skin and placed in one grave. 


Firearms were always carried, not only for hunt- 
ing, and for protection against ferocious wild bears, 
boars, wolves and panthers, but also because it 
was made necessary by such roving bands of In- 
dians. 


Prairie fires were a terrifying spectacle in this 
area, and there again our great river must have 
given comfort. Sometimes fires were started to 
frighten game, or by the carelessness of Indians or 
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settlers. In any case, they were awesome things 
as they roared across prairie and timber, killing all 
in their path. Often settlers would make firebreaks 


Compliments around their cabins. 


But pioneering had its bright side, too—log-roll- 

" . . ing, quilting bees, and house-raisings. Horses were 
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PART II — 1830-1860 
RIVER TRAFFIC AND 
GROWING SETTLEMENT 


After White County was organized in 1815 and 
Illinois became a state in 1818, we find our little 
settlement growing with the times. Grayville was 
still not officially a town or village, but there were 
beginning to be enough settlers around to impart 
a community spirit. In addition to George Webb 
and the families in the original village of Bonpas, 
were the following: In 1827 Jesse Coulter and wife 
lived nearby. The Robert Coulter family lived di- 
rectly south of the present day city limits and a 
Mr. Covington lived south of our Memorial Park. 
In the fall of 1830 we find the first store in the area, 
a small white frame house standing on the site 
of the present northwest corner of Main and North 
Streets, used as a trading post and store house and 
run by James Gray and his brother-in-law, Robert 
B. Walden of Kentucky. On the southwest corner 
was the dwelling of James Gray and Robert Walden, 
a two-story double log house with a runway be- 
tween. On the site of the post office was a log 
cabin occupied by Henry Hardin and his young 
bride. On the site of the city hall stood several 


small log cabins housing the Gray and Walden ne- 
gro slaves. And about eighty yards southeast of 
the present Baptist Church stood the log cabin of 
Richard McKinney and family. John Bell, a bache- 
lor, had a cooper shop in what is now the 100 block 
south on Main Street. In 1836, Gray and Walden 
acquired land grants to some of the present town 
of Grayville, as had one William Martin in 1831. 
William “Buck” Martin lived in what is now the 
Edwards County part of Grayville. At this time, 
all except land cleared immediately around the 
homesteads was heavily wooded westward on the 
hills and extending even to the water’s edge. The 
cleared area was about two acres. A boat landing 
was built upon the waterfront, and people and mer- 
chandise arrived by flatboat poled up or down the 
river. Boats used the mouth of the Bonpas Creek 
for winter quarters. The only road into this small 
community was from Albion which terminated at 
the mouth of the Bonpas. The western portion 
of the present Grayville was all Congress land. To 
the west of the river several miles lived settlers 
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ON THE BANKS OF THE WABASH (Continued ) 


named Jacob Vinyard, a Prussian; William Hallam, 
and William Bryant; to the north, a Thomas Kellet; 
to the south, Richard Davis, a Virginian; and still 
farther west, William Dunlap and Peter Kershaw. 
To the west also ran the Shawneetown-Vincennes 
road, much used in the early days by settlers and 
travelers of all sorts. Peter Kershaw, an old English 
gentleman, had a horsemill on his road and fur- 
nished shelter for both man and beast. 


First House In Grayville 


Still farther west were several Kuykendalls, where 
it is said Peter Kuykendall raised the first corn in 
White County in 1809, after settling at the edge 
of Big Prairie in 1808. Grayville was host to many 
travelers arriving by both wagon and boat. Gray 
and Walden’s principal trade was exchanging goods 
for venison hams, deer, coon and mink pelts. 
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Mr. Hugh Ronalds 
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Calico was 37c a yard. By 1831 there was a road 
from Bonpas to Carmi. In 1830-31 the settlers suf- 
fered the added hardship of an exceptionally cold 
winter. Snow was deep with a crust so hard a man 
could walk on its surface. Animals were exhausted 
by hunger and easy to chase down. Much wood 
was felled and burned. 


In the summer of 1831 good crops were produced 
by the rich soil and good weather. It was also in 
July of 1831 that occurred the first wedding of 
which we have record. From the history of White 
County published in 1883, we quote: “The high 
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contracting parties were Edward Feverson of Ed- 
wards County and Sallie Kelly, daughter of Jacob 
Kelly who lived in a log house in a thick cane-brake 
on the east river bank of the big Wabash. Jacob 
Kelly claimed all the domain from the mouth of 
the bayou at Webb’s Ferry to the head of said bay- 
ou. Miss Sallie was his oldest child, a sweet maid 
of 18. On the day the wedding took place, the 
groom with his escort from Edwards appeared on 
the west bank of the river in the valley south of 
Oxford hill, with Elder Charles Whiting, the clergy- 
man. Two well-laden canoes shot out from “Kelly’s 
Kingdom” with the bride and her attendants on 
board. A landing was effected without accident. 
The beautiful Sallie ascended the bank with un- 
faltering step and walked straight to the mark. In 
the presence of a large concourse of people, Elder 
Whiting joined the young couple in the holy bonds 
of matrimony. Immediately after the closing cere- 
mony, Jacob Kelly announced, “Everybody cross the 
river to my house, where you will find plenty of 
whiskey and something to eat.” The canoes were 
kept busy transporting the large crowd from the Illi- 
nois to the Indiana shore. While this was in pro- 
gress a foot-race was run for a prize of two gallons 
of rum. Robert Williams and Sam Potter were the 
contestants. The ground selected was the sand bar 
opposite George Webb’s farm, 100 yards distant, 
to start at the drop of a hat. At the starting time 
it was about 12 o'clock, and the sun came down 
on the sand bar with a fearful heat. They put their 
backs to the sun and ran to the north. When these 
two gladiators stripped for the contest, I was de- 
lighted with their giant forms and manly bearings. 
At the drop of the hat off they shot like two mighty 
race horses. Sam Potter came out 4 feet ahead. It 
seemed that he owed his success to retaining his 
shoes, while Williams ran in his bare feet and con- 
sequently sank deeper into the soft sand. By the 
time the race was over the rum was on hand, hav- 
ing been brought from Gray and Walden’s store. 
We all took a drink and passed over the river to 
dinner. A general good time was had in that cane- 
break that afternoon. A platform was laid with 
plank in the yard. Steve Hering was there with his 
fiddle. It would have delighted anyone to witness 
Zack Boultinghouse, Robert Walden, Soloman 
Charles, Major Stephenson, Sam’. Potter, Robt. 
Coulter, Noah Davis, John Webb, James Calvin, 
stepping time to the music with their partners in 
a mazy dance. I shall not personate any of the 
ladies who took part in that dance. Suffice it to 
say their spotless fame stands out in bold relief 
as a rich legacy to the present generations.” 


As the State grew, so grew the community. In 
October, 1831, our settlers traveled with many oth- 
ers in the area to a mass meeting held in Carmi by 
the Whigs. A large crowd assembled, and among 
the speakers was Abraham Lincoln, one of the elec- 
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tors on the Harrison-Tyler ticket. At this time, the 
Whigs had elected their entire ticket in White 
County. So as civilization advanced, our settlers 
turned their attention from physician survival to in- 
terest in community, state and nation. 
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small community was evidenced even in the dress 
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was showing some signs of life. We know of the 
following merchants: Sam Lichtenburger, who had 
a light dry goods store; William Stone, another 
light dry goods store; Sam T. Mills and Thomas 
Mathews dealt in groceries; and Daniel Hay and 
William Weed, who operated a steam saw-mill. 


Now we come to the time in the settlement of 
any community when settlers pour in more rapidly. 
and it is impossible now to know or name all the 
groups who came after the very early days until 
the middle of the last century. There must have 
been quite a few between 1830 and 1840, because 
at that time we see a much more communitized 
group. We have shown their interest in local, state 
and national politics. They were equally interested 
in their local Jaws and courts and their county busi- 
ness. According to the writings of an early citizen, 
the first school, a little log building, stood in the 
400 block west on what is now North Street. It was 
still surrounded by unbroken forest. Mud and stick 
fireplaces heated the building. It is something to 
be said for our forefathers that they always built 
a school house at the earliest practicable period. 
These first schools were “blab” schools, with all 
the children ‘reciting their lessons aloud. Writing 
desks were heavy oak planks and benches. The 
teacher used quill pens, and books, of course, were 
scarce. In addition to reading and writing, sums 
and spelling were taught. Spelling was important 
socially as well as academically, because it led to 
the “spelling bee”. Two good students, perhaps 
appointed by the teacher, chose sides and every- 
one in the community spelled down one another. 
As well as the spelling school, the singing school 
was an occasion of much jollity. By the middle of 
the century, there were a number of schools, and 
the free-school system was adopted in [Illinois in 
the spring of 1855. A two-story brick school house 
was built in 1857, heated by a coal stove. The first 
church of the community was said to be on what 
is now the northwest corner of Court and South 
Streets, around 1837-38. This was a Predestinarian 
Baptist Church. This was a very small frame build- 
ing and was never plastered. The benches had no 
backs and were supported by four wooden legs. It 
is believed that the first religious services were in 
a little Methodist Church on the farm of John Kell- 
ett, an early settler. 


By 1843, there was a great religious revival in- 
spired in part by the financial panic and other 
troubles of a few years past. As in years before and 
since, the settlers in times of stress turned to their 


God. 


The year 1849 was a plentiful and prosperous one 
on the Wabash. All branches of business were pay- 
ing good dividends. The farmers, and there were 
quite a number by now, were making money, im- 
proving their farms and clearing new fields. Then 
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the excitement of gold fever caught the people along 
the Wabash. Many left for California, but it is be- 
lieved that most came back to their first love, the 
shores of the Wabash, wiser if not wealthier men. 
Also in 1849, the discharged men who served in the 
Mexican War received land warrants, and many 
farms around this community date their titles from 
that time. 


Grayville in about two decades had grown from 
one store, Gray and Walden’s, in 1832, to have a 
business district by the middle of the century. Let 
us try to picture our community during the ten 
years prior to the Civil War. 


In 1854, J. J. Prother had started the Herald, a 
Whig newspaper, which in 1859 was leased by J. 
Ed Clarke, an associate editor of the Herald, who 
issued the first number of the Grayville Independ- 
ent. Mr. Clarke, with his two sons, ran this paper 
for a number of years. In 1858, the Grayville Herald 
had its slogan “Independent in all things—neutral 
in none.” Also in 1856, Mr. William Charles started 
the Grayville Weekly Journal. These early news- 
papers carried legal notices, lands sold for taxes, 
deeds, administrative adjustments, and marriages; 
but not much local personal news until later. The 
national news was very late, being copied from oth- 
er papers or brought by travelers. Often returning 
citizens brought home out-of-town newspapers. 


The early editor of the Grayville newspaper had 
great faith in his city, as shown by this editorial of 
Dec. 5, 1857: “We were in Olney this week and 
found the natives stirring round right lively. Mr. 
Nowell has just completed a very extensive pork- 
house, capable of receiving any amount of pork. 
The town looks cheerful and might become a place 
of some importance were it not so close to Gray- 
ville.” 


Also interesting are these further news excerpts: 
From Grayville Weekly Herald, January 16, 1858: 
“The low-lifed, contemptible little cur who pre- 
tends to edit the filthy looking thing, which has re- 
cently sprung from the ashes of the Mt. Vernon 
(Ill.) Torch Light, whines at us most grievously. 
Now, we had no inclination to tramp on this pup- 
py’s tail, but it appears we have done it uninten- 
tionally.” And from the Grayville Independent, May 
19, 1865: “Steam Coonerage—R. Glover has just got 
his steam engine and machinery in operation, and 
the concern is well worth a visit. Logs and timber 
are hauled up by machinery to the proper spot, 
where a cross cut saw is ready to cut it up. This lat- 
ter concern is a new invention patented last Febru- 
ary. Other machinery cuts staves and heading.” 


The Methodist Church, first built about 1838, 
was replaced by an impressive cupola-crowned 
building in 1852. In 1844, the Christian Church erec- 
ted a frame building 30 x 50 feet. In 1850, the Cum- 
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berland Presbyterian Church was organized, and 
for a long while held their meetings in the Baptist 
Church building. Also in the year 1850, both the 
Sheba Lodge and the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows were organized. The Sons of Temperance 
were granted a charter in 1849. 


We know that by 1850 there were a number of 
business houses, the Rigall Hotel, and at least two 
other hostelries. In 1857, the Hunter Hotel was op- 
ened with James Hunter as proprietor. And the 
Grayville House was run by J. M. Caldwell. 


In 1844, Thomas Mathews, an Irishman from 
County Longford, moved to Grayville. He was a 
tailor by trade, and then opened a grocery business, 
which was carried on for many years by his son, 
George D., in a building on the site of the present 
Post Office. 


Mr. Abner Carey, who came in 1847, had a saw- 
mill until around 1850, and then went into flour 
milling with Mr. Stewart and Mr. Lanterman in 
1855, organizing the Empire Mills. In 1852, Mr. Syl- 
vester Blood moved to Grayville, to join his brother, 
Addison Blood, who was head sawyer in a sawmill 
operated by Mr. Weed, Mr. Carey, and Mr. Jolly. 
In 1858, J. E. Clarke opened the Grayville Picture 
Gallery. He took daguerreotypes, ambrotypes, and 
Italian sunset pictures; also pictures of deceased 
persons. Mr. Hugh Blair engaged in mercantile 
trade, handling produce, and in 1865, Mr. Samuel 
Blair was engaged in steamboating on the river. 
Since 1844, Lorenzo Boord had a tannery and also 
a harness shop. Messrs. James and Albert Coles ran 
a livery stable on Main Street, which they built in 
1855. Mr. William Spalding made buggies here. 
Messrs. James and Francis Coulter were both car- 
penters and during this time built many of the frame 
houses replacing the log cabins around the com- 
munity. In 1856, Mr. John W. Coulter opened a 
steam furniture factory. In 1857, Jonathan Eastwood 
came to Grayville from the English settlement in 
Albion and dealt largely in real estate. Mr. John B. 
Jolly was engaged in a dry goods store with a Mr. 
Mayo, and also ran the aforementioned sawmill with 
Abner Carey and George M. Weed. In 1850, Sam 
Orange moved from the English settlement at Al- 
bion and opened a general store and _ business. 
George Pope came to Grayville in 1851 and started 
a wagon-making business. In 1856 John Mills and 
son operated a store, and Mr. Steele and Mr. Spring 
also had a grocery and dry goods business. Clar- 
ence H. Spring, from Albion, worked in a drug 
store in Grayville run by Dr. Garrick and later 
worked in the hardware and grocery store for Mr. 
Prunty and Mr. Woodward. This store did a large 
wholesale business furnishing nearly all the flour 
between here and Centralia, Illinois. 


In 1853 David Negley came to Grayville, and 
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being a carpenter, engaged in the contracting busi- 
ness. Mr. Samuel Annable owned and operated the 
Grayville Nursery. In 1856, Mr. R. B. Beidelman 
was a blacksmith and carriage maker. In 1855 Mr. 
J. H. Kron “respectfully informed his friends that 
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Paints - Chemicals - Solvents for Oil 


Industry 


Phones 4310, 4198] : mises 
NORTH STREET 

he would open his public school on the first Monday 
in September.” In 1858 Mitchell and Spring’s drug 
store advertised “French, English, German and 
American drugs and medicines”. In 1856 Mr. Lind- 
say Spring owned a livery and sole stable, carrying 
hacks, carriages, buggies and saddle horses. 


Fairfield Road Mt. Vernon, IIl. 


During this period of growing business and ag- 
riculture, there were also professional men. As our 
village was not a county seat, the lawyers for the 
most part lived in other areas. But we did have rep- 
resentatives of the medical profession; one Dr. Abel 
Vaughn had practiced medicine in Grayville since 
1836, when it consisted mainly of log cabins. Fran- 
cis M. Charles, a descendant of Henry Charles who 
settled in White County in 1816, was a dentist dur- 
ing this period. Dr. Loren Burdick began the prac- 
tice of medicine in 1857 and operated a drug store 
with Dr. Garrick. Dr. C. R. Smith, who graduated 
in medicine from the Evansville Medical College, 
began his practice in Grayville in 1850. In 1858 Mr. 
E. V. Mitchell was a physician, surgeon and ac- 
coucheur. Dr. James Stokes came to this community 
in 1860. In 1857 a Dr. F. Hutchinson, a traveling 
dentist, visited Grayville once every two months 
to make “mechanical” teeth for the inhabitants. He 
set up shop in the newspaper office, and a good 
many people who had previously “gummed it” were 
grateful. 


On July 1, 1838, the first official mail was car- 
ried from Shawneetown, Illinois, to Vincennes, In- 
diana, both very old settlements by comparison. 
Says Sam Martin, hostler for the only hotel in Gray- 
ville at that time—a log structure on the corner of 
Main and North Streets, “I well remember that 
eventful day. At 5 P.M. I heard the horn of the ap- 
proaching coach, drawn by four horses, from the 
south. It was all excitement in and about the hotel. 
The two coaches met in front of the house, each 
crowded with distinguished men.” In 1850 a plank 
road was commenced between Grayville and Albi- 
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on. It was never quite completed. A toll-gate was 
established about a mile north of Grayville. The 
first movement to run a railroad near our settle- 
ment was made in 1853. It was the Vincennes and 
Paducah Railroad Company! there was a prelimi- 
nary line running through Grayville, but it was 
dropped before it was far advanced. The next effort, 
in 1857, was made by the Illinois Southern Railroad 
Company. Nothing turther was accomplished until 
1867, when the Cairo and Vincennes Railroad Com- 
pany was organized. None of these three came to 
anything, beyond organizing companies and at some 
points grading for road _ beds. 


From the April 2, 1859, edition of the Independ- 
ent, we learn that “a new era is about to dawn on 
Grayville, It is no less than the introduction of the 
coal-oil lamp, which certainly is a decided improve- 


Mercury Printers 


ment on all the artificial lights (gas excepted ) that 
we have ever seen. The oil is fully two-thirds cheap- 
er and one thousand per cent neater than lard oil 
or burning fluid.” 


In learning of these early businesses in Grayville, 
it is interesting to observe the nature of their stores. 
It has been noted that in 1850 one Samuel Orange 
moved to Grayville and opened a store. In 1857 Mr. 
Orange, in addition to handling real estate and his 
store, made furniture and specialized in coffins. 
His newspaper advertisements stated “any size or 
kind”. And also in the year 1857, Mr. Prunty and 
Woodward, established businessmen, advertised 
groceries, iron, nails, wagons and buggies, axles, 
cutlery, etc. 


In 1857, business was improving, after having 
been poor. 


In 1858, Arthur Steele ran an establishment on 
North Street, selling dry goods, groceries, and hard- 
ware. J. S. Coulter owned a factory manufacturing 
sashes, doors, and blinds. A similar factory was 
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owned and operated by W. H. Gilbert on the plank 
road above Main Street. In 1857, Mr. W. H. Craw- 
ford, a merchant tailor, had a clothing store, where, 
in addition to doing tailoring, he sold ready-make 
clothes. Also in 1857, one I. H. Hamilton had a book 
and stationery shop on the corner of Main and 
South Streets. Nor was business confined to the 
men. Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Tanquary were milliners, 
making beautiful bonnets and bonnet trimmings. 


In 1858, Harvey and Mason were paperhangers. 
The Eagle Flouring Mill was run by Benjamin Bat- 
son. 


CORN FOR GRAYVILLE ELEVATOR 


In comparison with the Indian paths and “poled” 
barges and flat boats of an earlier day, Grayville in 
June, 1857, had a stage line. The Grayville and Ol- 
ney Stage line had coaches leaving Grayville on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, and arriving 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings. This 
line was run by J. and J. C. Montgomery, and it is 
said the accommodations for passengers were lux- 
urious. There was also at this time the Evansville 
and Grayville Packet. One of the Steamers, “Kate 
Sarchet”, with one Desouchet, master, made regu- 
lar runs down the Ohio and up the Wabash during 
the season. In June, 1858 there was a new steam fer- 
ry boat making regular trips from Grayville to New 
Harmony, Ind. They regularly left on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday but would make extra trips 
if necessary. This was run by John R. Hugo. 


In the late spring of 1858, we know that much ex- 
citement was created by the arrival of Antonio and 
Wilder’s Circus. The admission for box seats was 
50c, and the parquette, 25c. Perhaps more exciting 
than the circus were political rallies of the day. In 
1856, when Fillmore was running for President of 
the United States, political feeling ran high. As in 
all the elections of the period, the rallies were social 
events. Families, arriving by carriage, wagon, and 
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buckboard, gathered from all the surrounding coun- 

tryside for speeches, parades and singing. The ora- 

tory of the day was full-blown and _ high-flown. 

Big picnic dinners were served and eaten, and 

at night the torch-light parades were spectacular. 

In 1856, the Democrats were saying that “whiskey 

FIRST N ATION AL killed the Republican party”. The newspaper carried 
many political editorials as well as many verbal 

BANK fights between readers. Handbills were much used 
as a means of political advertising. In 1858, we see 

by the records that on May 29, 12M, many Gray- 

villians attended a National Democratic Meeting, 

administration of James Buchanan, to appoint dele- 


Carmi, Illinois gates to the State Convention. 


Also in 1857 Thomas Bishop, realtor, had a great 
sale of town lots in Bishop’s addition on well-known 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Oxford tract adjoining the thriving town of Gray- 
; ville. On the strength of the location here of the 
Corporation Grayville and Mattoon Railroad terminus and the 
Mound City and Vincennes Railroad a fixed fact, 
it is assumed the sale was good. Grayville was ad- 
vertised as a town with many advantages, one of 
the most important being that “the health cannot 
be surpassed”. 


There was now, in addition to the Masonic Lodge, 
Sons of Temperance; Opal Lodge; a Working Man’s 
Lyceum on North Street below Main, open every 
Friday evening; J. E. Clarke was librarian. There 
was also an Agricultural Society meeting regularly. 


For comparative purposes, the market prices of 

the 1850’s are interesting. From a commercial re- 

TERLEX CO=z INC. port of 1858, written by Mr. W. T. Prunty, we find: 
wheat, 80c a bushel; corn, 35c a bushel; meal, 60c; 

hay, $8.00 per ton; Flour, $5.00 a barrel; gunnies, 

OIL WELL ELECTRIFICATION 15c; whiskey, 27c; coffee, 14c a pound; sugar, lle a 
pound; cheese, lle a pound; lard, 8c a pound; eggs, 

6c a dozen; salt, 35c per bushel: shot, $2.25 per bag 

Phone 7786 and dry hides, 9c a pound. 


The mid-fifties were not without their difficulties, 
CARMI, ILLINOIS despite the prosperities of business and the growth 


H. PAUL WATERBURY 


CONSULTING GEOLOGIST Loading Corn On Barge 


of the community. In 1857, there was an influx of 
MT. CARMEL, ILLINOIS counterfeiting. One-dollar bills were printed on the 
fictitious Bank of Jeffersonville, Indiana, so the 
notes were nothing more or less than shinplasters. 
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One newspaper of the time also warned the citizens 
against $5.00 bills printed on the Southern Bank of 
Illinois. The newspaper stated, “these are very 


. sireny = poorly done” and gave a description of them that 
Baroid Sales Division people might take note and beware. 

: In 1855 White County, including Grayville, had a 

National Lead Company population of free white male, 5,211; free white 


female, 5,073; colored male, 50; and colored female 
61. There were seven common schools with a total 


¢ 
Tulsa Building Tulsa 3, Oklahoma SREB O ENE 

Thus we see how in a few short years after settle- 
ment, Grayville had grown from a few log cabins 
Paint Creek Lane surrounded by unbroken timber, to a thriving small 
community, with carpenters and bricklayers, frame 
and brick houses, property bought and sold, mills, 
G. H. PATTON, JR. stores and sawmills, livery stables and warehouses, 
doctors, dentists and druggists; interest in politics, 
a newspaper, schools, churches, and even fraternal 
orders; steamboats on the river, roads and several 
: 4 hotels to accommodate travelers. It is to be re- 
P. O. Box 64 Mobile Unit WJ-8-6434 membered that then as now the backbone of the 
community was farming. Farmers appear in our 
history from the very first, who, although they were 
not actually in the confines of this small city as it 
was platted and incorporated in 1855, were an in- 
tegral part of the community. Farmers whose names 
were Fearn, Davis, Kuykendall, Boultinghouse, But- 
ler, Hallam, Helm, Kershaw, Groff, and Robinson. 
It must also be remembered that these strong early 
settlers who had struggled to give life to this new 
town came from varied backgrounds. Some had 
slaves, some did not. Emotions and tensions height- 

ened as black war clouds loomed. 
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PART III — CIVIL WAR DAYS 


When the echo of the cannon that fired on Fort 
Sumter rolled along the great Wabash, the patriotic 
spirit of the citizens of Grayville was “fired”. Many 
were the parting scenes occasioned by soldiers leav- 
ing for war. Historians tell us that under the cir- 
cumstances there was very little parading or public 
speech-making. 


The Grayville newspaper, very Pro-Union, 
showed Jefferson Davis hanging on a scaffold with 
the caption, “Appropriate end of Jeff Davis’. In 
1861, three companies were raised in our county. 
The men from this vicinity responded in such great 
numbers that White County was the only county in 
the state that did not draft or pay a bounty to more 
than fill its quota. 


Post 373 of the Grand Army of the Republic was 
organized Dec. 12, 1883, with the following charter 
members: Francis M. Charles, George W. Haynie, 
Frederick Bodishbaugh, Joseph Milliron, William 
Carothers, Henry E. Blood, Thomas R. Inwood, 
George A. Tromley, Richard Chism, George W. 
Breffett and James A. Rogers. 


On April 21, 1865, the following account appeared 
in the Grayville newspaper, (In Heavy Black Bor- 
der ), headed, “Assassination of President”. On last 
Sunday, a rumor reached here that Abraham Lin- 


coln, President of the United States, had been as- 
sassinated on the evening of the 14th. The story was 
so horrible that we could hardly believe it, but in 


Civil War Veterans 


the evening Messrs. F. M. Lanterman and J. B. 
Jolly arriving from Cincinnati confirmed the sad 
news.” 
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ON THE BANKS OF THE WABASH (Continued) 
PART IV—The Rest of the Century; 1865-1900 


How great a change in our local community was 
wrought by the Civil War and its aftermath? We 
know from the rolls that many young men left and 
some returned. As in all wars in history, there were 
those who did not get back to their homes along the 


Regiment Band 


Wabash. But without them, and perhaps because of 
them, our town and its people continued to grow. 
There were more schools, some even made of brick 
now. More social and fraternal groups were formed 
—agricultural societies he'ped to modernize and in- 
crease farming; churches grew and new sects and 
denominations were added. In 1879 the White 
County Medical Society was formed, and in 1880 
there was a White County Bible Society. 1873 saw 
the last of the cholera epidemics. This siege was not 
so severe as that experienced by the earlier citizens 
in 1832—which may well have been due to the or- 
ganization of a board of health. The first correct 
and really satisfactory map of the area was pub- 
lished in 1871. And in 1876 a new school was built. 


High School 


Our Aim is to be worthy of your friendship. 


It was an imposing two-story building of brick, with 

Ph 71 one ul two recitation rooms on each floor. Each room was 
oat Bea heated by coal stoves and seated about 50 students. 
This building was built by William Gilbert and 
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D. S. Coulter, carpenters, with W. G. Wheatcroft 
doing the brick work. The cost was $6,000. In 1879 
education in Grayville achieved a new high with 
the establishment on April 28 of the “Grayville Nor- 
mal College and Commercial and Literary Insti- 
tute.” This institution was headed by Professor C. C. 
Harper, and at the end of the first year had 7 grad- 
uates. 


Let us now look at some of the industries. Your 
chronicler has already tried to give a picture of the 
earlier stores and mills. Now consider the scene as 
it was in the latter part of the 19th century. 


The Empire Mills, first erected in 1855 and pre- 
viously mentioned, were now putting out a superior 
flour found in every market in the country (mostly 
in New York City). In 1865 the Empire Mills Com- 
pany purchased a fine building on the corner of 
North and Main. Blood and Vaughn’s saw and 


High Stepper 


planing mill, first erected in 1878, using a 50 horse- 
power saw was averaging 10,000 feet per day; Mar- 
tin Brissenden and Company's Saw Mill, erected in 
1874, was run by William Gravett and S. J. Orange; 
A. Carey & Son, manufacturers of stoves and hard- 
wood lumber, erected in 1876, made shipments 
principally to St. Louis, Missouri; and the Empire 
Store and Heating factory, located on the banks of 
the Bonpas, was owned and operated by Robert 
Glover. Mr. W. W. Gray had a pork-packing estab- 
lishment from approximately 1858 until the late 
1880's. In February, 1882, the W. W. Gray bank was 
established on Mill Street at Court, and a little later 
the Grayville Banking Co. was started by William 
Gravette, John Pickering, and later Horace Wood- 
ward who assigned to John B. Jolly. Dr. Robert H. 
Cooke, a physician, built and opened the Cooke 
Opera House in 1881, which had a seating capacity 
of about 500. He also operated a hardware business 
in a fine business house. Grayville now had three 
hotels. The Grayville Hotel, also known as_ the 
Mitchell House, kept by M. P. Mitchell, was the 
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principal stopping place for travelers. It was opened 
in March, 1882, and the transient rates were $2.00 
a day, with permanent guests being welcome also. 
The Butler House, from 1872 until at least 1833, was 
believed to have been on the same site as the pre- 
viously mentioned earliest hotel at the corner of 
North and Main. There was also the Rigall Hotel, 
which was in a building constructed as early as 
1843 by James Hall of Albion at the corner of Mill 
and Main Streets. This was a store from 1886 until 
1871. From that date it was run as a hotel by the 


REPLACED BY BAPTIST CHURCH 


widowed Mrs. Rigall, well into the memory of peo- 
ple living today. There was also the Stokes Infirm- 
ary, presumably founded by Dr. James or Willough- 
by Stokes, located between Main and Middle 
Streets on South Street, on what was then Elizabeth 
Street. 


The year 1865, and Grayville still had the Gray- 
ville House with facilities for making the weary 
traveler feel at home. Also during and after the 
Civil War, our town had the A. Woodard & Co., 
wholesale and retail dealers in groceries, iron, steel 
and nails; Mrs. N. A. Cooper, milliner; Miss Mary 
Covington, milliner and dressmaker, Perigo, Burrell 
& Co., dealers in dry goods, boots, shoes, and no- 
tions, located on Main Street. Mr. Gilbert’s furniture 
factory had a sales room on Plank Road Street (now 
Mill Street). And according to the newspaper of 
that year, “Eastwood and Hollister have just re- 
ceived a beautiful assortment of coal-oil lamps of 
of all sizes and qualities. They have also the cele- 
brated hinge burners, far superior to the old-fash- 
ioned”; and “Williams and Pickering have been 
marking down their goods to suit Grant’s and Sher- 
man’s ideas of the state of affairs in Jeff's “Con- 
thieveracy. Sherman whips the rebs—down goes 
gold and down go the goods”. And Mr. W. M. Re- 
cords, located on the corner of South and Main 
Streets, kept on hand the best qualities of tobacco 
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of his own manufacture. He also paid cash for good 
leaf tobacco. And the following advertisement ap- 
peared in the April 4, 1865, edition of the local 
newspaper: 


Cozy Dog Drive Inn 


State Highway No. | North “The great Itch and Humor Killer 
of the 19th Century! 
This new preparation possesses most 
wonderful properties and is 
A SURE CURE 
For every species of the ITCH, PRAIRIE 

ITCH, WABASH SCRATCHES, and ILLINOIS 
MANGE.” 


Grayville, Illinois 


Every Saturday, William Hocking was selling 
fresh beef, pork or mutton at the Market House on 
North Street. John Rigall ran a store at the corner of 
Main and Plank Road Street, and just one door 
west Henry McClane sold furniture. On Main Street 
at the Edwards County line John Dinnel had a 
blacksmith shop. In 1863, W. F. Baldwin had leased 
the old stand of T. J. Enlow and set up as a black- 
smith, while Thomas Rodgers shoed horses and 
made plows at the corner of Main and Plank Road 
opposite Coles’ Livery Stables. Also in 1863, William 
G. Wheatcroft located in Grayville and “respectfully 
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informed the citizens thereof, and surrounding 

country, that he would attend to all calls in the line 

of his profession, such as laying bricks in house 

walls, chimneys, or building cisterns, at very rea- 

sonable prices’. Mr. Wheatcroft built a first rate 

brick kiln. Mr. William L. Payne was a saddle, 

bridle and harness maker, with a shop on Main 

Compliments of Street. In 1865, Franklin Melrose, after serving in 

the Civil War, arrived in Grayville, engaging in the 

mercantile business in 1871, and later, in 1889, 

served as Postmaster under Benjamin Harrison. In 

BEATRICE FOODS CO 1865, C. H. Spring was Postmaster. In view of fu- 
: ture developments, it may be interesting to note 

here that in 1866 a search for oil was begun in 

Southern Illinois and actually got as close to Gray- 

MEADOW GOLD PRODUCTS ville as Wabash County to the north. Before the 
middle of the century white men copied the Indians 

and used crude petroleum as a remedy for ailments; 

older people may recall the bottles of “Seneca Oil”. 


In 1867 business was very brisk in Grayville. The 
merchants had a splendid opportunity for shipping, 
as the great Wabash was full of steamboats. On 
March 1, 1867, the local newspaper was quoted as 
saying, “On Tuesday last, there were five or six 


Oil Field Electrical Maintenance 
Motor Rewinding 


Compliments from the City of 
Electrical - Design - Construction 


MT. § ARMEL, HEIL. Service - Apparatus - Motors 


In Stock - Controls 


Le) 
Swanson-Nunn Electric Co. 
8th and Oak Sts. Phone 5-332] 


GRAYVILLE CENTENNIAL 


EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 


PEA 1Giz THRU RHE “EAE S “8)a5) sds 


| INDEPENDENT 


OIL WELL & OIL WELL 
CEMENTING CO. TESTING CO. 


VERY LATEST 
EQUIPMENT 


F,Ushelbeiow LeNSssU ne oeD 
24-Hour Service 


FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS HENDERSON, KENTUCKY 
Telephone 6921 or 6596 Telephone 2133 


Greetings From 


HOME DAIRY STORES WFIW 
WAYNE COUNTY BROADCASTING CO. 
Grayville - Albion - Mt. Carmel - Princeton, Ind. FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS 
1390 KC. 


BUY the % Gallon Size and Save 


TOM LAND BRYAN DAVIDSON 
TELEPHONE 2159 


Compliments of 


TALLEY BROTHERS 


IDEAL 
TOOL AND SERVICE CO. Pct Oe aanlcueer neice 
609 WEST NINTH ST. 
Phones 1475 - 1476 P. O. Box 261 


MT. CARMEL, ILL. Mt. Carmel, Illinois 


er eres rec oe o5 oe. FOS: 5 


NORTH STREET 


ON THE BANKS OF THE WABASH (Continued ) 


steamers at our landing, all busy loading and un- 
loading.” These steamers also carried many passen- 
gers. Steamboats actively navigated the river until 
1880, when Grayville got the first of her two rail- 
roads. 


We have talked a great deal about the businesses 
and industries. Let us not forget the social and cul- 
tural side of the community’ development, for 
never even in its earliest days was this part of the 
country without its musicians, poets, writers and 
very well-educated men. A __ scientific club was 
formed in November, 1880. Popular lectures were 
given by professors from Normal, Southern Illinois 
University, Indiana University, McKendree and 
other colleges. The Grayville Literary Society was 
formed in 1872. In 1875 the Popular Grayville Liter- 
rary Society, and in 1877 the Bryant Literary Society 
came into being. November, 1880, saw the birth of 
the Philharmonic Club. Each of the organizations 
had officers, by laws and constitutions and added 
much to the social and cultural life of the communi- 


ty. Pehaps, though, the most famous organization 
was the 9th Regiment Band, Grayville, organized in 


Grayville Band 1903 


November, 1879, by G. G. Morey and H. P. Buckley. 
At first it was known as “Our Boys’ Band” until 
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1882, when it was selected as a regimental band of 
the Illinois National Guard. They wore a dark blue 
uniform, trimmed in buff and gold, and the regula- 
tion U.S. helmet with falling plume. The members 
were Grant G. Morey, H. P. Buckley, J. F. Mat- 
thews, F. E. Clarke, Will H. Weed, Hugh L. Ron- 
alds, William H. Glover, Will Pruett, Rienze W. Jen- 
nings, W. W. Coulter, Charles F. Speck, J. E. Oscar 
Clarke, Robert S. Prunty, George M. Pope, Edward 
S. Carey, Charles Ellis and H. A. Stewart, drum 
major. 


After or during the Civil War there were also new 
professional men in Grayville. In 1861 Dr. Francis 
Ronalds, son of Hugh Ronalds of Albion and Gray- 
ville, previously mentioned as having taken a land 
grant of some of the original town site, moved his 
family and his practice to Grayville. Dr. W. L. 
Hallam in 1886 practiced medicine in an office next 
to his residence at the corner of North and Court 
Streets. Dr. George Haynie practiced medicine and 
opened a drug store in 1875. Dr. C. R. Smith prac- 
ticed dentistry, and Dr. L. Burdick continued to 
“doctor”. J. M. G. Carter came to Grayville in the 
summer of 1880, where he built up a good practice 
as a physician. 


In 1871 John Helm, after following the sea for 
15 years, returned to Grayville and engaged ex- 
tensively in farming. During the two decades fol- 
lowing the Civil War much of the carpentering and 
joining in our community was done by Green and 
John Lindsey, father and son. Another newspaper 
appeared upon the scene. In 1865 the Grayville 
Weekly Democrat was published by Messrs. Legge 
and Wood, but lasted only a few months. It became 
defunct until 1880 when the second Weekly Demo- 
crat was revived by Editor D. H. Bacon. 


In 1860 Samuel Speck, a German, came to Gray- 
ville from Evansville, where he had learned the tin- 
smith trade, and opened a hardware store. This was 
gradually enlarged to have an excellent stock of 
goods and was considered one of the finest of such 
stores in the country. In 1864 W. M. Carothers, a 
Grayville youth who had lost an arm during the 
war, returned and started a saloon. 


In 1876 the mill of Brissenden and Martin was 
destroyed by fire. The conflagration must have been 
terrific as the loss was estimated at $20,000 with 
everything burned including new machinery and a 
half million feet of lumber. Another memorable 
fire occurred in the dead of winter, December, 
1881, when the business of Michael Smith burned. 
This included a saloon, groceries and a saddlery. 


Thus, our prosperous little city moved through 
the early post-Civil War days, with none of the re- 
construction pains of other parts of the country. 
Business was good. The city was almost a center for 
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Blood and Vaughn Employees 


the lumber industry; Blood Bros, alone were saw- 
ing millions of feet of hardwood annually. There 
was a thriving mill business and many manufac- 
turers, which continued to grow and improve 
through the 70’s and 80's. 


So we move into the last fifteen years of the cen- 
tury, thought by some to be not only the most pros- 
perous, but also the most delightful in our city’s 
history. 


What was Grayville like back in those peaceful 
days? Some beautiful, large brick homes have been 


H. L. Ronalds, Mrs. Mather, W. W. Gray, 
Mrs. Emmerson 


constructed. In 1883, we know there was a big 
building boom. On May 17, 1883, the Grayville 
Building and Loan was started with capital stock 
of $100,000. W. W. Gray had built a bank and opera 
house on the corner of Middle and North Streets. 
He was said to have the finest safe in southern IIli- 
nois. Dr. Cooke’s opera house was but a few doors 
up North St. It seems that with some slight changes 
during this period, Grayville had much the same 
downtown buildings as later. There were still some 
residences among the business houses. With two 
opera houses, there was plenty of entertainment. In 
February, 1883, a Juvenile Opera Company of thirty 
young people was engaged for a month. They gave 
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a matinee and a night performance daily. “The 
Little Duke” was one of the most popular operas to 
be presented. The opera house also presented “The 
Spectacle of Davy Crockett dressed as a modern 
dude in a cutaway coat, peg-toed shoes and a stiff 
cady.” 


In 1877 we learn that “some infamous scoundrel, 
in human shape, has poisoned the fine stallion be- 
longing to Mr. Frederick Groff, who lives some six 
miles west of Grayville on the Little Wabash”. 


Excelsior Club 


Margaret Cooke, Emma Brechner, Hal Spring, Patty 
Cooke, Eunice Davis, Leah McCartney, Aurelia 
Charles, Lizzie Brechner. 


Progress was apparent. In 1883 the City Council 
passed an ordinance to take hogs out of town. 
This “hog law” caused much comment pro and con, 
with many citizens feeling that it was ridiculous. 
Also in 1883 Timothy O’Leary who was Town Su- 
pervisor, laid the first sewer pipe, a 12-inch pipe, 
along North Street from Middle to Main. In July 
brick sidewalks were constructed downtown by or- 
der of the City Council. We see the beginning 
of a credit system, as the merchants voluntarily 
banded together to prevent delinquent credit cus- 
tomers’ (“dead beats”, as they were called then) 
going from store to store leaving unpaid bills. In 
April, 1882, just before adjourning, a bill was passed 
by Congress, granting a pension of $8.00 per month 
to the survivors and their widows of the Black 
Hawk, Creek, Cherokee and Seminole Wars. There 
were a number of such survivors in and around 
Grayville. 


And what were the businesses in these 1880's? Joe 
Horste ran a meat market; G. A. Tromly had a 
jewelry store on North Street; T. J. Mathews, a book 
store; and E. P. Bowman had built a large brick 
business house for groceries, hardware and clothing; 
Mr. Melrose had a harness shop; John Brechner was 
agent for a harvester! William Baun made wagons, 
buggies and farm implements; and Charles G. Jen- 
nings and W. C. Musset owned a large dry goods 
store, with a branch store in Browns; August Kreis, 
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The Carey Family are proud and pleased to 
have lived and worked in Grayville for 
more than 100 years. 

They gratefully acknowledge the wonderful 
accomplishment of the past and confidently 
look forward to a Greater Grayville. 
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North Street 


two doors west of the present bank, had a store and 
skating rink where he sold confections and tobacco; 
George Hall was a furniture dealer and undertaker. 
George W. Cline and T. G. Parker, both attorneys- 
at-law, were practicing in Grayville. 

In 1884 J. C. Ronalds had a dry goods store; R. H. 
Cooke, a hardware store, A. C. Hollister was a man- 
ufacturer and dealer in boots and shoes; Mr. A. A. 
Boord had a drug store in the first building west of 
the alley on North Street between Main and Middle 
Streets; E. J. Buckley had a dry goods store with 
Mr. Orange; and Ben and Nat March operated a 
“Mammoth” clothing store. The Commercial Hotel, 
G. W. Cleavelin, proprietor, advertised rates at 
$1.00 a day room and board, with a single meal 
costing 25c. Mr. J. A. Boyd leased the Empire build- 
ing on the corner of North and Main and opened a 
first-class hotel. 


In March, 1884, the Independent states that Capt. 
S. D. Blair had started from Evansville with a new 
propeller, but because of mishap had to lay up at 
Wabash Station, and the boat didn’t arrive until a 
week later. 


One of the most popular businesses in Grayville 
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was Mr. Theodore Emmerick’s Ice Cream Parlor 
and Bakery. Also popular was Mr. Michael Smith’s 
saloon. 


George Halls. Store 


During this period Grayville had two schools, 
with a total enrollment of 251. There were seven 
teachers on the south side and three on the north. 
The teachers were paid from $25.00 to $100.00 a 
month, and some citizens were complaining because 
it took almost $600.00 a month to run the schools. 
In 1883 the first telenhone conversation was held 
between Grayville and Albion. 


From the Grayville Independent of April 20, 1882 
—“A party of unknown masked men made a raid on 
the old Porkhouse on Oxford Hill one night last 
week and gave three or four female inmates a good 
coat of tar, and soundly thrashed their mail (sic) 
‘protectors’. The whole party has left town and it is 
to be hoped they will not return.” 


The P. D. & E. Railroad took passengers to both 
Evansville and Chicago. The total run cost $4.00, 
and a passenger leaving Grayville at 8 a.m. arrived 
in Chicago at 8 p.m.—the following day. There was 
also the overland mail between Grayville and Al- 
bion. This was known as the “Albion Jug Line” from 
the fact that almost daily one Brown, the driver, 
would take numerous jugs of liquor from Grayville 
saloons to parties in Albion, there being no saloons 
in that place. 
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H. L. Ronalds was attending the State Industrial 
School, located half-way between the towns of 
Champaign and Urbana, Illinois. 


M. P. Mitchell owned and ran the Mitchell 
House (on the site of the present Baptist Church). 
After his death, it was continued by his wife and 
children. 

June 17, 1886—The “Boosters” of Grayville pub- 
lished the following report in the local newspaper: 


Barber Shop 1909 


“GRAYVILLE HAD: 2 banks, 2 depots, 1 bakery, 
1 jeweler, 4 hotels, 2 dentists, 1 orchestra, 4 lawyers, 
2 tin shops, 3 saloons, 1 ice dealer, 1 steamboat, 1 
book store, 2 shoe shovs, 1 notion store, 1 cooper 
shop, 2 auctioneers, splendid schools, 2 coal deal- 
ers, 4 restaurants, 2 undertakers, 1 billiard hall, 1 
fence factory, 3 drug stores, 2 wagon shops, 1 flour 
mill, a Masonic Lodge, 2 livery stables, 2 meat mar- 
kets, 1 photographer, 1 furniture factory, 3 barber 
shops, 3 lumber yards, a G.A.R. Post, 1 market 
garden, 3 harness shops, an I.0.0.F. Lodge, a 
Y.M.C.A. Library, plenty of shade trees, 3 clothing 
stores, 4 millinery stores, 12 grocery stores, a mystic 
dancing club, 4 blacksmith shops, 7 dry goods stores, 
2 express companies, 3 insurance agents, 2 eclectic 
physicians, about 30 carpenters, a horse-power fer- 
ryboat, 3 grain warehouses, 6 alopathic physicians, a 
lodge of the Iron Hall, a well-fitted opera house, 
over 2,000 people, 3 extensive saw mills, Franklin 
Square Library, Knights of Pythias, 3 sewing-ma- 
chine dealers, Odd Fellows, a stave factory, 18 brick 
business houses, numerous good boarding houses, 
a dealer in musical instruments, splendid water at 
from 25 to 40 feet, wide and handsome graveled 
streets, a Y.M.C.A., several shippers and buyers of 
stock, the largest poultry yards in the state, a De- 
bating Society that met weekly, 3 dealers in agri- 
cultural machinery, many new buildings in course of 
erection, several miles of good sidewalks, mostly 
brick, 2 of the largest hardware stores in Illinois, 3 
young people's weekly prayer meetings, scores of 
pretty, sensible, well-educated young ladies, the 
Wabash River, navigable at all times of the year, 
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the best streets of any town or city in Southern IIli- 
nois, the largest steam brick and tile works in South- 
ern Illinois, 2 railroads, 3 good brick school build- 


Brick and Tile Factory 


ings, 3 large planing mills, the best-equipped news, 
book and job printing establishment in Southern 
Illinois, 6 splendid church buildings, a fine sur- 
rounding country that canont be excelled anywhere 
for corn, wheat, and general farm products.” 

The “Gay Nineties”’—and so they were on the 
banks of the Wabash. Grayville was a peaceful 
place, deeply shaded streets and large trees, bug- 
gies and carriages rolling leisurely on the wide 
streets, although an occasional runaway did occur. 
Grayville, being hilly (and not so much filled in as 
later), had deep gullies which were spanned by 
sidewalk board “bridges”. Some of these were a 
block long. The streets were lighted by arc lights, 
which delighted the children as they played with 
the used carbon. The streets, unpaved, could be 
crossed only on planks laid at the corners during 
winter and spring. The City Hall was at its present 
location, but had a long hitching rack in front. 

The social life was gay. Young people met their 
friends at the steamboat landing and traveled back 
and forth by steamboat to visit friends in New Har- 
mony and other river towns. In winter Bonpas Creek 


January Ist, 1895 


Patty Cooke, Eunice Davis, Adda Williams, Emma 
Brechner, Chloe Melrose, Margaret Cooke, Jessie 
Blair, Lizzie Cogan, Florence Melrose, Grace Wil- 
liams, Hal Spring, Lizzie Brechner, Nell Garett, 
Amelia Charles. 
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and the big Wabash froze solid, providing excel- 
lent skating. Trips were also made on the river by 
sleigh. Often Indiana farmers drove across the 
frozen river with team and wagon. From the news- 
paper of 1893, we learn that an ice blockade in the 
Wabash lasted forty days. 

An Oxford Park tract had been purchased to make 

a public resort, but this had failed, with the land 
Compliments of being transferred back to its original owners, Messrs. 
Felix and Luke Agneil. The fairground was at the 
= north edge of town. The Grayville Annual Fair, 
The National Bank of established 1891, was one of ne most important in 
this part of the country. Especially exciting were the 
horse races, with entries coming from as far as Tex- 
Carmi Il] as. The women of the churches served excellent 
! i meals in dining halls on the fairgrounds. 

Many outings were taken upon the Wabash. Boat 
loads of people went up the river, landed at a sand 
bar for a day of picnicking and swimming. Whole 
families and clubs also took camping trips up the 
river, staying for days at a time, hunting and fishing. 
S. D. Blair ran a ferry boat at the foot of North 
Street. From the Aug. 11, 1892, Independent news- 
paper: “Soon after Capt. Blair's new steamboat 
‘The S. D. Blair’, which has been completed, is in- 
spected, arrangements will be made by the churches 
of Grayville for an excursion and picnic up the 
river. 
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The opera houses were still going strong, with 
comedy and tragedy. They were also used for par- 
ties, dances, and dancing classes. The high school 

READ THE commencements were held in the Cooke Opera 
House. 


In 1883 a temperance movement had gained 
OLNEY DAILY MAIL strength, and in 1888 Grayville had voted out liquor. 
It has been said that by 1890 Grayville had a num- 
ber of “blind tigers”, as the bootleg establishments 
OLNEY, ILLINOIS were called. 


Baseball was becoming popular, and games were 
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clubs were popular, too, as were quartets and liter- 
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J. M. HALL, Field Supt. ary clubs. One of the most exciting days was the an- 
nual arrival of the Kickapoo Indian Medicine Show. 
But perhaps the most thrilling were the political ral- 
2 lies, complete with brass bands and glee clubs. 
Phone 4711 Grayville, Ill. Much Asitite was done on the P. D. & E. Railroad 
on the way to shop in Evansville. As passengers got 
on at each stop, they sat with friends from other 
towns and exchanged news until the train arrived in 
Evansville. 
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the city demanded it. In 1890 the main water sys- 
tem consisted of private wells. The Council ordered 
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street sprinkler, called by the newspaper, “the city’s 
great white elephant”. It required four horses to 
pull it filled with water from the river. It cost 
$400.00, and would have been more satisfactory had 
the water supply been located up town. 


The businesses just prior to the turn of the cen- 
tury were still many that we have mentioned before. 
Our town was gradually approaching a crisis, with 
the disappearance of the timberlands that hereto- 
fore were the backbone of our saw mills, lumber 
firms, and furniture manufacturing. It was during 
this period that the lumber industry declined and 
farming become proportionately more important. 
Carey, Oxman and Ellis are successors to A. Carey 
and Son. W. F. Baldwin was mayor, with Reese, 
Blood, Blair, Mathews, Coles, Charles, E. M. Jen- 


Baseball Team 1900 


Leet, Stallings, Wheatcroft, Charles, Schaich, 
Hoffmaster, Morris, Coogan, Gilbert 


nings, aldermen. A new drug firm was opened by 

Dr. J. A. Shelton, who purchased the firm of C. R. 
Hall and continued his practice of medicine. In 
1892 Fred Schoenman opened a new jewelry store; 
J. A. Hoelzle had a harness shop; Maddens, a drug 
store; Miners, a confectionery; and Harms and 
Helck, an implement business. 


It is interesting to note that for Christmas, 1892, 
the citizens of Grayville were offered the following 
items in the local stores: fur muffs, boas and capes, 
Bowman’s; fancy cakes, Eastwood’s City Bakery; 
holiday gifts, Charles, the jeweler; elegant folding 
beds, rocking horses, and a beautiful line of holiday 
rugs, George Hall; and Warren, the photographer, 
would make fifteen photos for the price of a dozen. 

The city received a communication from Wash- 
ington, D. C. notifying them that “the House today 
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adopted the appropriation for Grayville.” This was 
a $12,000 appropriation to prevent the Wabash 
River cutting through at Kingdom, thus leaving 
Grayville high and dry. 


Mr. Emmerlich had enlarged his confectionery 
to an oyster parlor and restaurant, and judging from 
the social columns of the newspaper, the residents 
of Grayville must have consumed a phenominal 
amount of oysters. Mr. Emmerlich also drove a little 
wagon all over town every morning, from which the 
housewives could buy a loaf of fresh bread for 5c. 


In Noy. 1892, the new South Side School building 
was completed, and it was reported, “The new 
heating apparatus gives excellent satisfaction.” 
Wheat was at 60c a bushel, and corn at 37c. Forty 
babies out of every 100 died. 


ORLA LASHBROOK & SON 


TENTS AND CHAIRS FOR RENT 
1600 Broadway Phone 296 


MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 


Ziegler Sporting Goods 


Al Kimball 


129 Main Phone 9616 


PART V—WORLD WAR I 


The peaceful days of the “gay nineties” continued 
after the turn of the century. Farming was good, 
the mills were humming, and the future looked rosy. 
The business and social culture were much the same, 
with sons taking over for fathers, partners changing 
businesses, and brothers buying each other out. This 
era, within the memory of many, is a nostalgic one. 
Remember the horse races along Main Street? Dame 
Rumor has it that two of today’s prominent matrons, 
both now living on North Street, raced to an al- 
most photo finish, with the loser having to do extra 
chores as a result of losing. 


CARMI, ILL. 


KEY-NOTE CAFE 


2 
4 HOUR SERVICE In 1913 the Grayville Carnegie Library was es- 


tablished on a lot purchased from W. W. Gray for 
$1000.00. Also in 1913 came the flood, with the 
water rising to the tracks, killing live-stock and leay- 
ing many homeless. In September of 1917, the street 
paving was started. North Street was paved in 1918. 


MEALS AND SHORT ORDERS 


4-WAY-STOP CROSSVILLE, ILL. 
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CALSTAR 
PETROLEUM CO. 


Suite 315 Indiana Bank Building 


EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 


Compliments of 


RICE MOTOR COMPANY 


DODGE AND PLYMOUTH CARS 
318 East Main Street Telephone 2611 


CARMI, ILLINOIS 
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The first movie was an open-air theatre and was 
shown in the early 1900’s, in a vacant lot next to 
Bowman's store. The screen was back on the alley, 
with the chairs set in rows and a line of boxes down 
one side. This was run by Morris Boultinghouse. 


And then again into this happy community— 
WAR. 


Grayville furnished its quota of men for all 
branches of the service during World War I. One 
Grayville soldier, Capt. Francis R. Shelton, partici- 
pated in six major offensives, was wounded twice 
and was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross 
for extraordinary heroism in action. His citation 
read, in part, “although greatly suffering from a 
wound caused by a shrapnel bullet, he remained at 
the head of his company for two more days and 
succeeded in repulsing an enemy counter-attack”. 


The Oxford Post No. 696, The American Legion, 
was organized in Grayville in 1920, with the follow- 
ing charter members: Noland B. Seil, Charles L. 
Jennings, Francis R. Shelton, John C. Blood, Ernest 
M. Pritchett, William S$. Hallam, Hugh O. Allison, 
Herbert R. Prince, Orval E. Robinson, J. Glenn Bur- 
roughs, Lucien W. Blair, Palmer C. Stanley, Henry 
L. McGarvey, S. Earl Rouch, and Charles E. Kuy- 
kendall. Later the name of this Legion Post was 
changed to the James M. Helm Post in honor of 
Admiral Helm of Grayville. 


PART VI — PEACE AND WAR AGAIN 


After World War I, events spun along at a dizzy 
pace for a few years. Grayville had not continued 
to grow so rapidly as in the previous century, but 
business was good all over the country, and the 
so called “roaring twenties” arrived. 


Many of the same business houses existed in the 
town. The river was no longer important, except to 
a few businesses and to all the children. Of the rail- 
roads which had replaced river transportation, Gray- 
ville had two. As the absence of timber had led to 
the decline of the lumber and furniture business, 
so did the absence of river-boating cut into mercan- 
tile shipping and industries like pork-packing and 
livestock shipping. Farming was now important, and 
mills and elevators were thriving. Farmers were re- 
ceiving an all-time high for products in the 20's. 
There was exceptionally good farming for southern 
Illinois around Grayville because of the bottom 
land of the Wabash and Little Wabash. 


The population had remained constant, at around 
1900, for a good many years. The county maintained 
goods roads into the rural areas, and in 1925 the first 
paved highway went through Grayville. In 1929 
the stock market crash dealt Grayville a severe 
blow. The two banks, The First National and the 
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Farmers National, closed. As everywhere in the 
country, the economic situation was desperate. If 
this is history, it is a chapter we all prefer to forget. 


DEPOSITS INSURED $10,000 
MAXIMUM INSURANCE 


FOR EACH DEPOSITOR 


Olney Trust & Banking Co. 


1913 Flood 


Olney, Illinois 


For the next ten years, the merchants struggled to 
make a comeback. One sign in a downtown store in 


1930 read DEPRESSION, with the D E and I de- 


BOCKELMAN’S TAVERN 


Fried Chicken and Steaks and 


Big Brain Sandwiches 


Cold Bottle Beer and Draft Beer and Wine 


New Harmony and Cynthiana Road 


BUTANE - PROPANE 
for 

Drilling Rigs - Cable Tools 

Pumping Units 


BOT-L-GAS, INC. 


A. E. “Jack” Griffith President 
Dial 5247 Dial 5247 


FIRST OIL WELL—CURTIS FARM 


leted to read PRESSON, and “Press On” the citi- 
zens did until at the end of the dismal thirties came 


CARMI, ILLINOIS 
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First National Bank 
In Olney 


OLNEY, ILLINOIS 


Try Our Drive In Window 


Crossville Machine and 
Tool Company 
CROSSVILLE, ILLINOIS 


Phone 84R1—Day or Night—Open Until 2:00 A.M. 


Call Earl Van Horn, Foreman, Any Time 


Complete Oil Field Machine Shop Work 
Oil Field Welding Service 
Field Welding Day or Night 


Office Phone 2196 


WAYNE MISENER 
DRILLING CO. 


ROTARY AND CABLE TOOLS 


Wayne Misener, Owner 


Box 321 Carmi, Illinois 


Res. Phone 2601 
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an amazing discovery—oil!! And again Grayville 
boomed. The population grew rapidly to over 3000, 
the highest to date. In addition to bringing many 
new citizens to our town, the discovery of oil 
brought more money. Homes were improved and 
new ones built. Merchants’ incomes were increased, 
and the future looked bright—until December 7, 
1941. For the sixth time since its beginning, Gray- 
ville had to send its young men off to war, and this 
time some of its young women, too. From 1942 to 
1945 the young men and women of Grayville were 
scattered all over the United States and the whole 
world. Many were on the high seas, and others 
in Asia, Europe, Alaska, Australia, and Africa. 


First Oil Well Curtis Farm 


After World War II the American Legion made it 
possible for these new veterans to belong to the 
organization, and they are now carrying on for the 
World War I veterans. Harold Gorman of near-by 
Edwards County was awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor for gallantry in action. 


PART VII — THE LAST DECADE 


Since the end of World War II, Grayville has ac- 
complished much. This past decade since 1945 is so 
recent, it may not classify as history, but it seems 
only fitting to pay tribute by mention to some of 
the present organizations and accomplishments: the 
Lions’ Club, the Chamber of Commerce, the beau- 
tiful new school, the new highways, new street 
lights, new and wider streets, new homes, and par- 
ticularly a salute to the Tri-State Oil Show. To quote 
a visiting personage at the 1954 Oil Show, “It 
seems incredible that so small a town could produce 
such a tremendous show.” Incredible or not, it was 
made possible by the hard work and cooperation of 
many, many citizens. 


So it has always been in Grayville, on the banks 
of the Wabash— many ups and down, but always 
a little farther up than down. So may it always be 
in the future. 


The Chairman of the Historical Committee is 


very grateful to Janet R. Walker, Edward L. Bart- 


ley, Mary S. Richardson and Thelma Blood for their 
help in making the foregoing possible. 


CHARLES L. JENNINGS. 


A MEMENTO OF THE CENTENNIAL 


When a community undertakes to celebrate its 100th anniversary, 
and to commemorate the deeds of those who have played a part in its 
founding and development, nothing is more important than the hearty 
cooperation and willingness of the public spirited to accept individual 
and joint responsibility, and to offer full cooperation and sacrifice. Of 
equal importance is the willingness of the organized groups to lend the 
committee the constructive force of combined effort, and to these groups 
and individuals we owe our most humble, deepest, and sincere grati- 
tude for the wonderful effort and cooperation that has made this occa- 
sion feasible. 


This centennial, we hope, will be one of the mile stones in the history 
of events in our progress through the corridor of time, and may the fu- 
ture years continue the growth and prosperity of all our undertakings 
toward making our community a bigger and better place for the future 
generations to abide. 


The committee wishes to express its sincere appreciation to the vari- 
ous organizations, newspapers, business people, city officials and em- 
ployees, churches, schools, and individuals collectively and individual- 
ly, who have so graciously and willingly given of their time, effort, and 
hard work with personal sacrifice to make this celebration a success. It 
is our hope that we all have received a broader understanding of our 
own people and their problems, that we may be a better united commu- 
nity for the good of all. 


The universal acceptance of the centennial, and our determination 
to build a more liberal, better and prosperous community, named Gray- 
ville, is our motto. 


The Committee presents this book to the residents and friends of Gray- 
ville, hopeful that it will prove a source of much interest. 


“Yesterday is history—tomorrow is mystery.” 


CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE. 


BUILD WITH BRICK 
FOR 
BEAUTY AND ENDURANCE 


OLDEST BRICK HOUSE IN ILLINOIS 


Jarrat Mansion at Cahokia 


Two-story House of red brick begun 1799-completed 1808 
Bricks made on the spot 


Owned by Oliver Lafayette Parks of East St. Louis, now 


Other Old Brick Houses—John Mearshall House at Old Shawnee- 
town 1808—Governor John Reynolds House, Belleville, 18_0 


ALBION BRICK COMPANY 


Face Brick - Common Brick - Building Tile 
Building Blocks - Drain Tile 


PHONE 188 ALBION, ILL. 
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